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Chairman Beverley Johnston; Vice-Chairman Bruce Ballentine.

While there has been little activity on the rinks for the past month, 
other than roll ups, your management committee has been working 
hard behind the scenes in preparation for a return to some form of 
“normality” - in whatever shape or form that may be.
For those of you who know my name, Kiwi (aka Rod), but don't know 
my face, all is revealed (right).
If any of you have any snippets of information (with pictures where 
possible) which members may enjoy reading or any ideas on how 
the content of the newsletter can be improved please let me know 
via email at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au or phone 0421 830 317.
My firm belief is that any club can only be as good as its members. 
So please feel free to contribute.

- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner 

Many thanks to our Federal Member for Capricornia for printing our newsletter
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The Management Committee is organising a roster, setting up each designated roll up day and 
providing supervision to abide by COVID-19 rules.   
We are asking members to support what we are trying to achieve and that is to give members 
a chance to use the facilities and still make sure we abide by restrictions.
On Wednesday, 24 June, we held our regular monthly Management Committee meeting with a 
wide range of matters discussed. Your committee is tentatively looking forward and waiting for 
further information.   
Rod Gardiner is encouraging barefoot non bowlers to participate in Jack Attack from the 
second half of August.    
Appreciation was expressed to those members who helped at the working bee on Tuesday, 23 
June to tidy up the front garden. Also, we have had a follow-up visit from the Fire Brigade to 
get further guidance on our emergency exits and are working towards full compliance.   
The importance of having accurate membership records has become very clear since we have 
not had members regularly attending the club. Committee members have been working very 
hard to ensure accuracy, streamline records and making computer records user-friendly.   
Our secretary Jim Hanley has taken charge of membership records. Please advise the club if 
your phone numbers, postal or email addresses change.
We have applied for a refund of the club’s lease payment and received a Kick Start Grant to 
help us stock up for a restart while also postponing our cleansing contractor's services.  
Marion has had a few enquiries for functions in late July and early August and advised them 
that we will know better what is possible once we reach Stage 3 of relaxation of restrictions.
Bowls Queensland has advised us how they and Bowls Australia may be treating membership 
fees for 2020 and the Management Committee will consider this development once the 
CQDMBA and CQDLBA have met.   
As you know, our membership fees are for the most part paid out to these four organisations 
with a small percentage retained by the club. When we have clarity on this matter we will be 
in a position to advise our members.
On a brighter note, our weather has been so beautiful and it is lovely to get outside and soak 
up the sun, do a little gardening, have a walk and even take a drive to the beach.   
We can all do our little bit to ease the stress on local businesses by shopping locally. Simply 
being kind to one another will make someone’s day, maybe even your own.

Patience please: We'll be back
Monthly report from your chairman Beverley Johnston

Our club has now been effectively closed for bowls, both social and 
competition, for almost four months and I, like many members, am 
eager to see our members out on the green, enjoying one another’s 
company and sharpening up our skills.   
Quite a few have taken the opportunity to have a roll up under the 
restricted rules allowed by our Queensland Government and 
Queensland Health Department.  
Some have expressed frustration at not being able to play at least 
singles and pairs competition.   
We have been keeping a close watch on information released so 
that our members are informed on developments. One member 
advised that a Victorian club is beginning playing competition soon 
(maybe that will now change with recent developments).   
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Hello everyone. 
There is not a lot to report this month with no bowls happening. 
Roll ups are going well with Peter Lawton the coordinator and Bev 
Johnston, Bob McGowan, Bruce Ballentine and Eric Barber 
supervisors. 
I must stress on you all that these sessions are for roll ups – they are 
not a social event. 
You arrive five minutes before roll up and leave straight afterwards. 
People with keys to the gate cannot not use them. Wait for the 
supervisor to arrive. 
Fines are fairly heavy to the club and individual players. Do not turn 
up just for a chat. 
I have been told two other clubs have had a visit from the authorities. 

Continued Page 4

There's not much to say ... but
Report from your Men's Bowls Subcommittee president Jeff Slater

John Moran (left) and Peter Craig (right) displaying their horticultural skills at the recent working 
bee to tidy up the garden beds at the front of the club.
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Bob McGowan beds down another load.

Bruce Ballentine, who disappeared in the 
bushes at one point, and Bill Halloran 
(above) and Les Wust (below).

From Page 3

On a lighter note we had a working bee on 
Tuesday to trim the garden at the front of the 
club in Victoria Parade. We had Bruce Ballentine, 
Les Wust, Peter Craig, Peter Lawton, Bill 
Halloran, Bob McGowan, John Moran and myself 
to attack the greenery. 
Three ute-loads of garden material went to the 
dump. 
Bruce attacked with his petrol-driven hedge 
cutter up to his armpits in bushes and all of a 
sudden, no Bruce. 
“Bruce where are you. Bruce are you all right?”
There was a step of half a metre in the garden 
and he found it! No real damage - a bit of hide 
knocked off but he was straight back into it. 

Suspicious character
On Wednesday, 17 June, Marion Dobbs rang me 
as I was driving to Yeppoon to have lunch with 
our grandchildren. She advised me that a 
woman had been driving past the club on the 
Monday morning about 8am and had spotted a 
suspicious character placing a parcel near the 
steps.
I told her I would call her back when I got back 
from the beach. 
I had been thinking about what Marion had told 
me and I remembered I was at the club at that 
time and that I had moved some pots from the 
fence of Motel 98 side to the steps that lead up 
to the kitchen. 
So, I was in trouble. Pop having pot at the bowls 
club!
When I got back, I rang Marion and I had it 
wrong. The suspicious character was in Victoria 
Parade. Yes, I was out there that morning too. 
I got the woman’s phone number and rang her. 
She told me that as she was driving past, which 
she does every morning to take her son to work, 
she had spotted this suspicious character putting 
a parcel behind the wall at the front of the club. 
What had happened is that I found the ashtray 
we leave out there for the smokers was full of 
water and I had emptied it and put it back 
behind the wall. 
I lost her phone number so I couldn’t ask her if I 
could use her name but I thanked her very 
much for keeping an eye on our club for 
suspicious characters!
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Ray Elliot and Bruce Ballentine (above left) and John Flood and 
Geoff Cranston (above right) get in some much needed practice 
during a roll up as they prepare for a return to competitive bowls.

Roll ups: Everyone must abide by the regulations
1: Arrive 5 minutes before session starts and 
leave immediately afterwards.
2: Those with key access to the gate cannot 
use them under any circumstances; you must 
wait for a supervisor to let you in.
3: Unless you are booked in for a roll up you 
cannot enter the premises.
4: The provided hand sanitisers must be used 
before and after play.
5: Maximum four players per rink; maximum 
20 people at any session.
6: Only one player per rink can handle the 
jack(s) and only one player per rink can 
handle the mat(s).
7: Jacks/mats must be disinfected after play.

Please remember your 
management committee 
does not make the rules – 
but we are obligated to 
enforce them.
If you would like to have a 
roll up book with Peter 
Lawton on 0409499216.
The available sessions, 
without exception, are:
Sundays and Mondays: 
9am-11am; 11am-1pm 
and 1pm-3pm.
Currently there is room for 
more members to take 
advantage of these times.
Should that change we will 
consider adding an extra 
day for roll ups. In the 
interim, please be patient 
and adhere to the rules.
God willing, we will soon be 
able to return to our normal 
weekly routine.

Jack Attack: Register your team now for Season 2
Plans are well under way for Season 2 2020 of Jack Attack. The popular 8-
week series will run on Friday nights from 21 August through 9 October. 
Registrations are now open and it will be a case of first in, best dressed.
It is a triples event and the cost of green fees is only $30 per team per 
night. Teams can register between three and six players.
Each player pays a one-off $5 registration fee for insurance purposes 
which also entitles you to members' bar prices.
A great selection of nibbles are provided at half-time and after each night's 
play at only $3 per head for players and associated visitors.
Before play you can also sample our renowned steak burgers with salad ($7) or enjoy a couple 
of snags with salad for only $3. This entitles you to a free ticket in a $30 meat tray raffle.
Very affordable entertainment and a lot of fun! 
So register your team now by emailing either bowls@rockhamptonbowls.com.au or 
kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au and we will send you a registration form.

mailto:bowls@rockhamptonbowls.com
mailto:kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au


Rubies, the birthstone of July, are considered the 
king of gems and represent love, health and 
wisdom. 
It was believed wearing a fine red ruby bestowed 
good fortune on its owner. A ruby is the most 
valuable gemstone and its value increases based 
on its colour and quality.
For centuries, rubies have been considered the king 
of all gems and have been the prized possession of 
emperors and kings throughout the ages.
July’s birth flowers are the larkspur and water lily. 
Larkspurs come in a wide range of vibrant colours 
including indigo, purple and pink. Generally, 
larkspurs symbolise positivity and love.
Water lilies are a unique lotus-like flower. They 
symbolise purity or rebirth.
The zodiac signs for the month of July are Cancer 
(until July 22) and Leo (July 23 onwards).
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Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday 
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully air-
conditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack 
and BBQs. 
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an 
affordable price.

You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!

JULY

Spencer Wragg 5th; Graham Harris 10th; Bill Dobson 
13th; John Shephard 14th; Norm Diplock 17th; Ena 
Sinclair 21st; Kev Weaver 22nd; Mervyn King 23rd; Joy 
Liddell 23rd; Pat Riordan 29th; Brian Hegarty 30th; 
Cheryl Haack 30th.
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On which ship did Charles 
Darwin make his famous 
expedition, which led to 
his theory of evolution?

June trivia: Charlie Chaplin 
insured which body part?

Answer: His feet.

 CLUB TRIVIA

Report from your Ladies Bowls Subcommittee president Val King

Hello ladies.
I hope everyone is well and not getting too bored.
Once again we do not know when we will be back playing on Wednesdays. Because we haven't 
started there is not much to tell but hopefully something will happen soon.
I wish everyone all the best. Keep safe and well.

Can you help with recycling cans and bottles?
Queensland's Containers for Change scheme provides recycling 
services for clean glass, plastics and cardboard.
We can recycle aluminium, glass, plastic and cardboard drink 
containers between 150ml and 3 litres.
We cannot recycle any plain milk containers and any glass wine 
and spirit containers nor containers of flavoured milk, fruit or 
vegetable juice, cask wine or water that hold more than 1 litre.
The club has, for some time, recycled our eligible containers from our bar sales and we are 
now expanding this fundraising exercise by encouraging members who would normally 
dispose of recyclable containers in their household yellow lid bin to donate their recyclable 
containers to the club.   
If you are disposing of your recyclable containers this way, please consider dropping them into 
the club when you are attending bowls or when just in the area. We will provide a bin inside 
the car park gate for ease of drop-off.
A club member will deliver the containers to the recyclers and the funds will be credited to the 
club.   
This is a painless way to contribute to your club so please help if you can.



Authorised and printed by Michelle Landry MP, Liberal National Party of Queensland, 71-73 Denham Street, Rockhampton QLD 4700

Michelle 
LANDRY MP
Federal Member for Capricornia

Capricornia to benefit from 
Liberal Nationals Government 
$1.5 Billion stimulus program.

 ; Peak Downs Hwy $18 Million
 ; Rocky/Yeppoon Rd $5 Million
 ; May Downs Rd $8 Million

Local Road 
Upgrades


