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Chairman Beverley Johnston; Vice-Chairman Bruce Ballentine.

We have been updating all the club's membership lists (email,
postal etc) so that everyone (hopefully) gets the monthly
newsletter. To those of you who responded to my request with a
simple “Yes” when you received the test and/or May newsletter
emails, thank you. To those of you who didn't I would appreciate if
you would do so on receipt of this June newsletter. That is the only
realistic way we can assure we have accurate, current addresses.
If any of you have any snippets of information (with pictures where
possible) which members may enjoy reading or any ideas on how
the content of the newsletter can be improved please let me know
via email at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au or phone 0421 830 317.
My firm belief is that any club can only be as good as its members.
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner
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Many thanks to our Federal Member for Capricornia for printing our newsletter
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Tough times, difficult decisions
Monthly report from your chairman Beverley Johnston
It is certainly a difficult time for making decisions regarding the
operation of our club.
A few weeks ago we were advised by Bowls Queensland about the
state government's Easing of Restrictions from 15 May 2020 and
how it would affect bowls clubs. However, in the following days
Queensland Health advised the relaxation of restrictions would not
be as broad as first thought and overruled Bowls Queensland.(See
Page 3 for more details)
Fortunately, I believe Rockhampton Bowls Club is abiding by the
Queensland Health rules by allowing roll ups of not more than ten
bowlers at a time with quite stringent hygiene and social distancing
rules.
The original programme included Stages 2 and 3 and the latest advice does not yet include
those stages. We need to wait to be advised what the next two stages will allow.
Your Management Committee met on Wednesday, 27 May for our normal monthly meeting.
We had almost a full attendance, with one apology, and Rod 'Kiwi' Gardiner was elected as a
new management committee member. Rod is now the editor of our monthly newsletter.
Welcome Rod.
We had plenty to discuss and most committee members left the meeting with “homework” to
attend to.
During the lead-up to this meeting I was kept busy learning about grant applications, our
website and Facebook page, following up with disputed bills and numerous other matters.
I noted that our electricity bill is well in credit due in no small part to a Queensland
Government COVID-19 rebate and our solar feed-In. I also noticed that some of our
volunteers have been having a spring clean and others doing maintenance.
Our secretary Jim Hanley, as with the rest of us, is learning on the job and our treasurer Lyn
Houlihan is keeping our accounts paid and keeping a watch on our term deposits etc, while our
assistant treasurer is making sure the banking is done.
Meanwhile on the green, about twenty five keen bowlers had a roll up on Sunday and Monday,
24 and 25 May. Bookings are open and bowlers are encouraged to book a spot with Peter
Lawton on 0409 499 216.
When government or health department decisions are made at short notice affecting
community activities, the shortcomings of communications are exposed. Email is quick, direct
and easy, but Australia Post, not so much, so those of you on our postal list may not have
received notification of the roll ups resuming on 24 May.
If Queensland Health and thus the state government follows through with the next two stages
of easing restrictions then by 10 July up to 100 people will be able to participate in activities
with perhaps some competition allowed.
However, with a recent confirmed case of COVID-19 at Blackwater which sadly resulted in the
death of a young man and the possible infection of his partner it may be that there will not be
a relaxation of restrictions to that extent.
This is a vivid reminder that the virus has not been defeated but rather controlled by strict
disciplinary measures exercised by community members. Please keep safe and follow all
advice from the experts. The rules are there not to punish us but to keep us healthy.
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Latest advice on COVID-19 restrictions
19 May 2020
Queensland Health has now retracted the document
that Bowls Queensland sent out to all clubs.
We have been advised that the Queensland Chief
Health Officer’s (CHO) position has changed.
Unfortunately this is out of Bowls Queensland’s
hands; this is a direction of Dr Jeannette Young
(CHO).
Thus, now the previous information in regard to roll
ups has been suspended and replaced by the
following:
“Groups of up to 10 patrons can be present at community facilities. The total number of up to
10 patrons is for the entire premises or venue, and the premises must be able to
accommodate one person per 4 square metres and appropriate social distancing for patrons
and any staff required to be present on site (for example to open the facility).
“Some community facilities have large outdoor areas, with multiple fields, courts or greens
that could accommodate more than 10 people on each court, field or green. However, please
maintain up to 10 patrons for the entire premises.”
This also extends to if the facility has an indoor and outdoor area. There should be no more
than a total of 10 patrons across both indoor and outdoor areas. For example, an additional 10
patrons cannot be inside the club dining, if there are people outdoors rolling up.
No competitions are permitted under stage 1. Any club that breaches this may jeopardise the
continuing alliance they have within the State membership.
28 May 2020
In lieu of recent announcements made by the State and
Federal governments in providing the pathway for a safer
return to sport, Bowls Australia (BA) has prepared a set of
national guidelines for clubs and participants to follow
during this transitional period.
These guidelines are currently effective for all states and territories, however, BA advises all
clubs and participants to additionally refer to the advice from their relevant STA. The
responsibility lies with individual clubs to ensure that they are fully aware of and compliant
with their own State or Territory Government and STA advice, and all of these guidelines are
adhered to and engage any staffing/volunteers required as necessary to fulfil the guidelines.
Hand sanitiser is to be made available at the entrance to the club and beside each green in
use.
Disinfectant spray must be made available beside mat/jack boxes. After each use, all mats
and jacks must be thoroughly cleaned before being used again.
Any club bowls that are loaned to players are to be thoroughly cleaned before and after use.
Clubs may need to implement a booking system to facilitate rink bookings, to conform with
guidelines. Best practice is that a register of attendees is kept, just in case a communicable
illness were to occur.
No indoor club meetings are to occur at this stage (except in WA and SA). Any meetings held
on the club premises should be held outdoors, employ physical distancing of 1.5m and be
limited to the number of people determined by state-specific social gathering limits.
Individuals should leave the premises immediately after the conclusion of meetings.
Where possible, outdoor-accessible toilets should be open. At the very least, hand washing
facilities should be available.
No barefoot bowls groups to be hosted at this stage.
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Roll ups resume – it's like riding a bike!
Twenty five members took advantage of roll ups
resuming on Sunday, May 24 and Monday, May 25.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions it has not been an
easy process with hygiene protocol at the top of
the list.
So thanks in particular to Peter Lawton for coordinating the restart. The roll ups also have to be
monitored so thanks to the other volunteers who
have offered their time to oversee the sessions.
I myself had a roll up on the Sunday morning with
Syd O'Sing. I suggested I might be a bit rusty.
Syd suggested (jokingly, I think) it was just like
riding a bike.Thankfully the wheels didn't fall off so
if you want to get back on the bike (rink) just ring
Peter Lawton on 0409 499 216 and book a spot.
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner

Bob and Joyce McGowan enjoying a roll
up … this bowl wasn't a toucher!

Syd O'Sing and Peter Lawton (above) were happy to
be back on the rink as were Clem McGee and Rod
Black (right).
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Jack Attack (hopefully) back in August
At this stage the club remains hopeful that Jack Attack will be back in
August.
The next rendition is scheduled to run for eight weeks on Friday nights
from 21 August to 9 October.
Earlier this year the event proved popular with 52 registered players within
the 10 nominated teams.
The final was a one set (five ends) shootout between Joombi Chasers and
The Bowling Stones. Despite leading throughout the preliminary rounds,
Joombi Chasers went down to The Bowling Stones 6 shots to 5 after the
score was tied at 5 all going into the final end.
As coordinator Peter Tyler said at the time, one of the most pleasing aspects was the
enthusiastic involvement of so many RBC volunteers.Obviously any such event does not run
itself so we would like to hear from any members who would be prepared to coordinate
proceedings or assist as volunteers.Just advise any member of our management committee if
you are available to do so.
Your management committee has agreed to send our monthly newsletter to all Jack Attack
players on this year's books for whom we have email addresses.
We hope to maintain their interest in the game and make Jack Attack even bigger and better
going forward.
I would personally recommend that all Jack Attack players seriously consider taking the next
step and joining the club as full members. Annual membership is only $100 per annum (plus a
$12.50 affiliation fee). A lot cheaper than joining your local golf club and certainly every bit as
much fun.
I made the transition after playing
Jack Attack last year and have not
regretted the decision for one
moment. My form has improved
immeasurably … although my
regular Thursday triples team
members may tell you otherwise!
Either way it is a lot of fun, keeps
the body and mind ticking over
and I can guarantee the club
Winners are grinners … Capricornian representative
provides a great social
Brian Auld (right) presented the Jack Attack trophy to
environment both on and off the
The Bowling Stones players (from left) Geoff Palmer,
rinks.
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner

Greg Clarkin, Pat Coleman and Terry Drew.

Report from your Men's Bowls Subcommittee president Jeff Slater
Well, its 70 odd days into lockdown.
I will have no odd jobs to do around our place for the rest of my life.
When I mow my lawn, I also mow the next door neighbour's lawn, not
for the bottle of nice red they give me but for filling in time and
exercising.
We are in the first stage of being back to bowls with roll ups having
started with only 10 people on the green at any one time and with a lot
of other hygiene restrictions.
Hopefully on 11 June more restrictions will be lifted. Peter Lawton will do
a great job coordinating the roll ups while the restrictions are on.
The security cameras have been fitted and are working well with nice
views of the club inside and out.
Thanks to Bill Richardson for keeping the plants watered.
Well, there is not much to report this month but better times ahead.
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You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!
JUNE
Jennifer Armistead 1st; Glenice Wust 6th; Roy Dobbs
7th; Syd O’Sing 9th; June Shelton 13th; Joyce McGowan
17th; Pat Banney 18th; Les Bayes 20th; Len Harris 23rd;
Lyn Houlihan 24th; Brian Maclean 26th; Jim Bambrick
30th.
June's birthstones are pearl, alexandrite and
moonstone.
Pearls have long been associated with purity,
humility and innocence.
Alexandrite was named after the young Alexander
II (1818–1881), heir apparent to the Russian
throne.
Moonstone is often associated with love, passion
and fertility. It is believed to bring great luck.
June’s birth flowers are the rose and honeysuckle.
The rose is a symbol of devotion and love and the
various colours of roses carry their own meanings,
from passionate love (red) to friendship (yellow).
Honeysuckle flowers grow on shrubs or flowering
vines and are not frequently used in bouquets but
certainly attract butterflies.
The zodiac signs for the month of June are Gemini
(until June 20) and Cancer (June 21 onwards).

Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully airconditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack
and BBQs.
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an
affordable price.
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Report from your Ladies Bowls Subcommittee president Val King
It seems a long time since we were all together. Hopefully it will not be far away.
Doug is improving since his last operation and is putting on some weight.
June is hoping we will be back on the green in time to play the Champion singles. They are to
be finalised before the final District singles on 22 July.
Keep safe and well and see you soon.

Cupcakes raise funds for our koalas
Carol and Ross Wellings
would like to thank all the
club members who
supported their sale of
koala cupcakes as a
fundraiser to assist
displaced and injured
koalas from the
disastrous bushfires.
A total of $85 was raised
which has been donated
to this great cause.
Thanks to Carol for
baking the cupcakes
(yum) and thanks to all
members who supported
the fundraiser.

CLUB TRIVIA
Charlie Chaplin insured
which body part?
Clue: It wasn't his
voice box!
May trivia: How many
dominoes in a set?
Answer: 28.
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Fighting for

CQ Energy
Projects
Urannah hydro-electric plant
Collinsville HELE power station
The Australian Government will provide funding
to assess the viability of affordable and reliable
energy in Central and North Queensland.

; Less strain on the power grids
; Lower power prices

Michelle
LANDRY MP

Federal Member for Capricornia
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