
As has been the case for many years, the publication of this 
newsletter has been thanks to the time and dedication of our 
outgoing secretary Bernie Gottke (pictured, right).
They are big shoes to fill.
I have taken on the task – in the interim at least.
I would personally like to thank Bernie for making the transition 
as seamless as possible.
I'm sure we all appreciate (no bias required) that Bernie is as 
good as it gets when it comes to a club man.
This May edition, for COVID-19 and learner permit reasons, is 
relatively short and sweet.
Hopefully we can all get back on the rinks very soon.

- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner
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'I've never seen a year like this'
Monthly report from your chairman Beverley Johnston

I don’t think I have seen a year like this in my lifetime.
Perhaps some of our more senior members may recall the war 
and depression years and the times when the polio epidemic was 
affecting children in particular.
This COVID-19 virus seems particularly virulent and as yet there 
is no solution nor end in sight. I am sure the government is 
doing the best it can and the next phase, no doubt, will be calls 
for isolation rules to be lifted.
The weight of responsibility must be crushing for government 
and health officials. As a population we have done pretty well, 
but we cannot relax yet.
Of course, since the last newsletter the club has been closed to 
all bowling and other non-essential activities. You might think 
that with the club closed there is not much for your committee to 
do but of course this is not so.
Our secretary, Bernie Gottke, and committee member, Peter Tyler, have resigned from our 
Management Committee. This left the remainder of the committee to consider where to from 
here?
The committee had decided to postpone starting re-siting and remodelling the upstairs bar 
mainly because of future uncertainty. After consulting our honorary solicitor, the remaining 
committee members held a meeting on-line and subsequently elected Jim Hanley as our new 
secretary and Peter Lawton as a committee member and member of our Building Sub-
Committee.
Bob McGowan also was elected by the committee to the Building Sub-Committee.
I also spoke to Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner and he agreed to take on the task of producing our 
monthly newsletter. Thank you Rod. He suggested it would make his job somewhat easier if 
he were to participate in Management Committee meetings and I am presently canvassing 
existing members of the committee with a view to electing Rod to the committee.
This would make our number ten. More on this later.
We will need an organiser for Junior Bowls in the future and until Jim becomes familiar with 
the position of secretary we may need to lean heavily on external help dealing with grants and 
matters such as our Facebook site maintenance and also our website. Bernie will no doubt 
assist with advice, as he has with Rod Gardiner taking over the newsletter, and so anyone with 
technical know-how is more than welcome to contact me about these matters. 
Our committee members are collecting the mail and our treasurer is keeping an eye on 
incoming accounts and cheques (not many of those), lodging forms and documents. The 
treasurer is operating remotely as much as possible using the club's laptop. Some functions 
we had booked have been cancelled and refunds of deposits issued. We will need to review 
our functions, costs, volunteer roster and other matters before we re-open.



The second 2020 Jack Attack Series was scheduled by Peter Tyler to start in August but of 
course this is doubtful at present, but not ruled out altogether. So we may need an organiser. 
Most of the groundwork has been done so if you can help please contact Jeff Slater (Men’s 
Bowls President).

The planned jobs around the club are gradually being done and a special thanks goes to our 
local firm, Trend Interiors North Rockhampton, which provided a team at short notice to lay our
newly acquired carpet grass on the southern end of the clubhouse. Having this task completed 
by volunteers became problematic because of the age of our volunteers and COVID-19 
isolation rules. 

The carpet in the downstairs area has been steam-cleaned and furniture moved by a team of 
helpers working in ones and twos. We have ordered Fire Exit latches for the doors out of the 
lounge and the gate at the bottom of the southern staircase to comply with Fire Brigade 
Inspection requirements.

After the attempted break-in and advice from the Queensland Police Service we have 
purchased a new security camera system which will be more extensive in coverage.

Contracted services such as rubbish have been suspended, to be reviewed in three months.

As if things are not difficult enough, after the recent hail storm Jeff Slater has had to inspect 
the property for damage. Of course our solar panels are of particular concern and will be 
inspected as well. 

We have sent to those members who have email notification that we are selling our cold room 
stock at a reduced cost so as to have the cold room shut down by CQ Refrigeration. This will 
save electricity in the longer term. According to regulations we can sell to members and their 
families so if you are interested in buying, or know members who do not have email but may 
be interested, please contact Geoff Cranston on 0409627110 or Jeff Slater on 0457339166.

Some have questioned what our club and the membership will be like when we are able to get 
back to normal or what will pass as normal. I am thinking about this all the time. Because our 
club income has been decimated so far this year, it is vital we plan ahead and think about how 
we can get off to a good start when allowed.

There have been some concessions made by all levels of government but for a club like ours 
which does not employ workers there is not a lot of funding available. I thank Garry Walker, 
Victoria Park Bowls Club, for providing me with updates on what that club is doing. They too 
have been advised to take care with expenditure and their volunteers are in isolation, as are 
ours.

I know some of our members are not enjoying good health right now and so I wish those 
people well. For the rest of us, used to an active social and sporting life, I know personally how
thoroughly boring and restricting this feels. If you feel it is getting you down, do reach out and 
contact friends, family or other club members.

We’re all in this together, so keep well.

Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter                                                            Page 3



Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter                                                            Page 4

Carpets, cameras, action!
Report from your Men's Bowls Subcommittee president Jeff Slater

We are in our sixth week of COVID-19 isolation and I'm sure 
everyone, along with me, is missing bowls.
I check the club twice a week and clean up as is needed. In the 
past couple of weeks we have had the carpet grass laid at the 
southern end of the clubhouse and the carpet cleaned 
downstairs. 
Thanks to those people who helped to move the furniture out 
and back after the cleaning.
Eight new security cameras have been installed. The images are 
transferred to the main computer at the bowls club as well as to 
Bev Johnston’s and Jeff Slater’s phones. 
If any movement is detected between 10pm and 6am an email is 
sent to the computer with an image.
Meanwhile, we are trying to get rid of the excess alcohol so we 
can close the cold room down. If anyone is interested in buying 
beer, wine or soft drink at cost price give me a call on 
0457339166 or Geoff Cranston on 0409627110 and we can 
arrange a sale.

When we get back to bowling, hopefully sooner rather than later, I will endeavour to continue 
the club competition with the the help of the players. Obviously the schedule we have will not 
work as it stands.
The champion fours have been finalised with Rod Black, Peter Pidcock, Bill Richardson and Jeff 
Slater being the winners while Bob McGowan won the veteran singles. 
The champion singles are down to the semi stage with Errol Gregson to play Ross Sanders in 
one semi-final and Clem Magee to play Jeff Slater in the other. In the veteran pairs, Bill 
Richardson and Jeff Slater are to play Russ Boadle and Peter Lawton in the semi-final and the 
winners will play Bob McGowan and Ron Hill in the final.
No other competitions have been started.
On the first Sunday back bowling I will organise the Neil Barry afternoon. This will consist of 
two games of 10 ends played without a break and will include an afternoon tea at the finish. 
This game is sponsored by Rockhampton Bowls Club.
As most of you may be aware, we have a new secretary in Jim Hanley and new committee 
people in Peter Lawton and Bob McGowan, both of whom have joined the building committee.
Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner is the new editor of the newsletter.
Better days ahead. 
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Giant hailstones wreaked havoc 
across Central Queensland when a 
storm cell passed through the region 
on Sunday, 19 April. 
The Bureau of Meteorology said hail 
up to eight centimetres in diameter 
was recorded in Rockhampton and 
Yeppoon, with wind gusts in excess 
of 100 kilometres per hour.
“Similar size to a tennis ball, maybe 
even baseball-size,” forecaster Kimba 
Wong told the ABC.
“The spread of the storm itself was 
quite isolated and very focused, and 
unfortunately it ran straight through 
the suburbs or Rockhampton.”
Thankfully, our Men's Bowls 
Subcommittee president Jeff Slater 
reports that all is well with the solar 
panels at the the club.

Hail Mary, no damage to club

The ABC reported that Rockhampton SES controller Eddie Cowie said there were more than 40 
requests for assistance between Rockhampton and Yeppoon, with windscreens, windows and 
solar panels smashed, and cars and roofs damaged.
Mr Cowie said he had not seen a storm like it in about a decade.
“We've had other storms in the last couple of years, severe storms that have created hail 
around the region, generally small hail that hasn't created as much damage,” he said.
“This particular storm, we had tennis ball-sized hail coming down, so it's been many years 
since I've seen that sized hail.
“We attended a retirement village or nursing home on Dean Street in North Rockhampton 
where we had 10 units that were damaged in one location.”
Ian Groves, a fruit and vegetable farmer at Bungundarra, west of Yeppoon, reckoned the hail 
was about the size of an orange.
While damage to property and crops will be costly, Mr Groves still managed to see the lighter 
side, taking advantage of the novelty of having ready-made ice falling from the sky.
“We did enjoy a cool drink with the hail as the ice to keep it cool.”

Bird's-eye view … Jeff Slater reports no 
damage to the club's solar panels.
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Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday 
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully air-
conditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack 
and BBQs. 
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an 
affordable price.

MAY

Shirley Warwick-Day 1st; Errol Gregson 9th; Tony 
Durkin 13th; George Friesacher 15th; John Bain 20th; 
Sid Hoare 20th; Tom Hoare 20th; Peter Lawton 23rd; 
David Archer 25th; Alex McDonald 26th; Hugh Byrd 
27th; Eileen Arnold 29th; Jim Hanley 31st.

May's birthstone is the emerald which is emblematic 
of love and success.
The May birth flowers are the Lily of the Valley and 
the Crataegus monogyna. Both are native 
throughout the cool temperate Northern 
Hemisphere in Asia, Europe, and in the southern 
Appalachian Mountains in the United States, but 
have been naturalised throughout the temperate 
climatic world.
The Mayflower Epigaea repens is a North American 
harbinger of May, and the floral emblem of both 
Nova Scotia and Massachusetts. Its native range 
extends from Newfoundland south to Florida, west 
to Kentucky in the southern range, and to 
Northwest Territories in the north.
The zodiac signs for the month of May are Taurus 
(until May 19) and Gemini (May 20 onwards).

You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!
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 CLUB TRIVIA
How many 
dominoes in a set?

Clue: Somewhere 
between 1 and 100.

Clue No 2: Answer in next 
month's newsletter.

Pastimes replace past times
Report from your Ladies Bowls Subcommittee president Val King

Because of Government Health requirements, 
unfortunately the ladies have not been able to 
play or meet for some weeks.
I am sure we are all taking up old pastimes we 
can do at home to pass the time.   
As the isolation restrictions are relaxed I am 
sure we are all looking forward to getting out 
and about and, hopefully, back to playing bowls 
soon.
I wish all of members good health and look 
forward to seeing you for a game, some 
competition, a cuppa and a friendly chat.

Did you know that the birth flower for May 
is Eucalyptus, which symbolises purity, 
wealth and abundance?
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CORONAVIRUS
SUPPORT PAYMENTS

These payments will support households to manage the economic impact of the Coronavirus.

• The first payment (announced on 12 March 2020) will be available to people who are eligible 
payment recipients and concession card holders at any time from 12 March 2020 to 13 April 
2020 inclusive.

• The second payment (announced on 22 March 2020) will be available to people who are 
eligible payment recipients and concession card holders on 10 July 2020.

To be eligible for the first payment, you must be residing in Australia and be receiving one of the 
following payments, or hold one of the following concession cards, at any time from 12 March 
2020 to 13 April 2020, inclusive:

• Age Pension
• Disability Support Pension
• Carer Payment
• Parenting Payment
• Wife Pension
• Widow B Pension
• ABSTUDY (Living Allowance)
• Austudy
• Bereavement Allowance
• Newstart Allowance

• JobSeeker Payment
• Youth Allowance
• Partner Allowance
• Sickness Allowance
• Special Benefit
• Widow Allowance
• Family Tax Benefit, including 

Double Orphan Pension
• Carer Allowance
• Pensioner Concession Card 

(PCC) holders
• Commonwealth Seniors 

Health Card holders

• Veteran Service Pension; 
Veteran Income Support 
Supplement; Veteran 
Compensation payments, 
including lump sum payments;

• War Widow(er) Pension; and 
Veteran Payment.

• DVA PCC holders; DVA 
Education Scheme recipients; 
Disability Pensioners at the 
temporary special rate; DVA 
Income support pensioners at 
$0 rate.

• Veteran Gold Card holders
• Farm Household Allowance

The Government is providing two separate $750 payments 
to social security, veteran and other income support recipients 
and eligible concession card holders. Around half of those that 
benefit are pensioners.




