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Club News

The club received sad news that former member and great volunteer, Henry McGuire has
passed away.

We are often told by many Barefoot Bowlers that they have driven passed the bowls club
for many years and did not realise what a beautiful facility we have. Our immediate
neighbors are Travelodge, Restaurant 98 and the Edge. We have a great view of the Fitzroy
River with the Berserker Mountains in the background. Bowling at night is magic.
There is always progress going on at the Rockhampton Bowls Club. BBQs are a great feature
of the Club`s income stream. Continuing with the 5 year plan our BBQ facility that has
serviced the club so well of many years is now being upgraded. Work is now in progress to
raise the concrete floor, raise the structure of the roof, replace the roof, and install walls
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and ceiling. New Beef Eaters BBQ, stainless steel benches and LED lighting. Progress photos
below.

Specsavers Audiology Is now sponsoring the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Although a lot of our
members already go to Specsavers, those that don`t please consider to do so.

At a recent barefoot bowling night a group from a Queensland Health Department
ended the night with a knock out competition. The lady on the left bowled her first
bowl that came to rest 10cm from the kitty. The other lady`s bowl ended almost on
the kitty. The next bowls was very close but not close enough. The last bowl was
wisely bowled into the next rink.
A Go Cart Club had a Sunday morning breakfast and a game of bowls at RBC. All members
of their club were in fancy dress and after a great breakfast they really got into bowling to
have an enjoyable morning.

Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter.

Page 2

The RBC Ladies attended the Emu Park Lady President`s Day and had a most enjoyable
time. Those representing RBC were RBC President Mirriam Black, Deputy Chairperson
Beverley Johnston, Glennis Wust and Debbie Simpson.

A Social evening at the Rockhampton Bowls
Club has become very popular.
The BBQ of a good variety of salads, potato
bake, onions, gluten free sausages and fillet
steak always draw very favourable
comments.
Our volunteers give good advice on bowling
to enable barefoot bowlers to continue to
enjoy their bowling.
A lot of businesses, social clubs and families
like to give out awards for all sorts
achievements.
Birthdays for September 2019
Rodney Wilkes 02, Les Fulwood 03, Peter Pidcock
05, Val King 05, Daphne Bussey 06, Bruce Ballentine
09, Pam Hedges 12, Ethel Hinz-O`Sullivan 12, Frank
Santacaterina 13, Janet Stewart 14, Jeff Hope 17,
Carol Wellings 19, Zelma Mace 26, Maureen Callow
29 and the Rockhampton Bowls Club 14th. of
September 1912, 107 years and going strong.
Happy Birthday & Best wishers from all of us at RBC
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Your Birth stone is, SapphireBlack & your flower is Morning
Glory
The Rockhampton Bowls Club First
Division Pennants team.
Ken Bussey, Ross Sanders, Wayne
Wilson, Bernie Gottke, Bill Richardson,
Jeff Slater, Ray Elliott, Rod Black,
Graham Hudson, Clem Magee, Andy
Johnson.

Pat Banney receiving his Patriach Badge from the Men`s
President, Jeff Slater.

The Rockhampton Bowls Club has recorded history dating back to 1904. This is the year Paul Baptise
Maries came to Rockhampton and immediately wanted Rockhampton to have a bowls club.
Encouraged by his bowling mates in Maryborough, in 1906 he called a meeting of Business people to
form a bowls club. Although agreement was reached not a lot of commitment followed.
On July 29th July 1910, Mr Maries called another meeting at the Leichhardt Hotel over a few drinks to
get support from the business people of Rockhampton that if he could obtain land for a bowls club
would he have their support to form a bowls club. He was promised their support. Mr Maries
immediately approached the Rockhampton City Council and after almost two years he was granted
land at 94 to 96 Victoria Parade which was the old Police Horse Stables. This land became available
because it was donated by Lady Musgrave.
Mr Pauli Baptise Maries was a very proud man when the Rockhampton Bowls Club was officially
opened on September 14th 1912. The wife of the President (Justice L O Lukin) rolled the first bowl at
the opening of the club.
This cup was presented to Mr Maries to represent the inaugural meeting 29/7/10
The Cup is now 109 years old and in very good condition.
For all coming events go to our Facebook page.
Card games for ladies/men are held on the first Friday of each month starting at 1 pm. The
Capricornian Mixed Fours is September 7th. The Annual Morning for ladies/men is September 16th .
The Capricornian Ladies Invitation Fours is October 14th. The Mayoral Trophy is November 9th. The
RBC Christmas Party is December 13th & the AGM December 15th.
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Jack Attack started at the Rockhampton Bowls Club on Friday night
23 rd August. 10 Teams have registered for this series of Jack
Attack. The first night was a practice night and the competition will
start on August 30th at 7 pm. Steak burgers are on sale as well as
sausages. The competition will consist of two 5 end games with a
power play in each set of 5. If each team wins a game, a sudden
death tie break will be played. Games are usually finished by 9 pm
and hot nibbles will be severed.

Results Comp 31st July. Results given by June Shelton
Club Triples
B Armitage, P Mc Govern, J Lawrence. Defeated D Simpson, L O’Dea, L Tomkin.
Two Bowl Triples
G Wust, V King, L Delaney. Defeated E Sinclair, B Friesacher, M Black.
Results 7th August
Three Bowl Pairs.
J Shelton, P McGovern, Defeated V King, L Delaney.
Championship Triples
M Black, A Thomas, E Arnold. Defeated B Johnston, E Cavanagh, V Hegarty.
Results 14th August
Club Triples
P Wiemers, R Rumpf, L Delaney. Defeated E Cartwright, E Cavanagh, P Hedges.
E Hinz O’Sullivan, D Moger, V Hegarty. Defeated B Armitage, P McGovern, J Lawrence.
No Comp 21st August Pennant Played.
Lady President, Mirriam Black`s Report.
Our ladies have performed very well with their bowling during the Pennant Matches. We had two
teams playing and eight of them received badges; they were Ethel Ward, Pat McGovern, Lorraine
Delaney, Marion Dobbs, Rosie Rumpf, Sue Lane, Val Hegarty and myself, Mirriam Black,
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We were placed second behind the winners, Yeppoon Bowls Club. Well done girls.
We also performed well at the President`s Day at Emu Park Bowls Club.

Vice Chairperson`s Report. Beverley Johnston.
I have been reading an article which appeared on the ABC website recently
about Golf Clubs in Australia and their declining memberships. I pondered
over this and recognised the similarity to Bowls Clubs.
In part the article noted that Golf Clubs' memberships have been declining and
in the last 20 years have lost 117,000 members. In part the commentary
included the following observations - "People are playing more sport casually
than ever before, and you will find that rates of non-organised participation
are trending up across almost all sports." The commentator went on to say,
"The main barrier to playing, was time and recognised that clubs had failed to
respond to the needs of modern consumers. We need to be offering new and
interesting things, not just the standard competitions."
As with Golf, Lawn Bowls has a long and fine tradition in our society and we
owe it to those who went before us to try to keep the sport alive and
relevant. It is for this reason that our Management Committee is working to
expand the activities in and around our Club.
I drove past our Club one recent Friday afternoon thinking there may have been
some activity on our new BBQ area and noticed there were vehicles, I
recognised, in the parking lot. I wandered in and was delighted to find four
of our ladies having a roll up. You might say, 'so what', but two of these
ladies are seniors and have been playing for many years. One was mastering
her new bowling arm. It lifted my spirits to see these ladies still devoting
a bit of time to improving their game performance.
On a more sombre and personal note, I had recently met up with a man who I had
gone to school with in my childhood, was about the same age and who I had not
seen for many years. We exchanged pleasantries and asked after each other's
lives and families as you do. In early August, I read in the paper of his
funeral and the next day in the paper, a piece about his life and subsequent
death. It seems he contracted influenza and his heart failed. This particular
season influenza seems to be particularly virulent. Best to talk with your
Doctor early in the Flu season and see what is the best action to protect
yourself from this disease.
Meanwhile, it is so pleasing to see members volunteering around the club, no
matter how big or small the task they are doing, these things all keep the
organisation ticking over. From selling the doubles and raffle tickets to
buying stock and catering for functions and everything in between, those
volunteers help support the club. Good bowling and fellowship to all members
and visitors.
Bev Johnston,
Vice Chairman.

On Sunday August 25th. I was invited to attend the A F L Capricornia presentation of Awards and
Lunch to present the Bernie Gottke Best and Fairest “A” Grade medal. The function was again held
during daytime hours after being so successful last year.
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I thought the organisation of this function was very professional, very well conducted in smart time,
power point displays by using overhead projectors. Although day time, dress was very formal.
Guest speaker was Richard Champion (former Brisbane Bears/Lions Champion) and being
interviewed by Wayne Clifford was extremely interesting.
More interesting was how the ministration of AFL is conducted throughout Australia and by local
Management Committees supported by State Bodies. People in these positions see that AFL
continues to be very professional. Clubs have also become very professional. The same can be said
with some bowling clubs where Boards or Management Committee have the freedom to operate
their club in a professional way.

Chairman’s Report September 2019
The BBQ Area is still very much a work in progress and I thank Jeff Slater, Bernie Gottke and
Ross Sanders for the work they are doing on the project. The new colour bond roof and
guttering should be on by the end of the week ending Friday 6 September. Once the
electrical wiring is installed for power and new LED lighting the outer walls and ceiling can
be fitted. A new 5 burner stainless steel Beefeater BBQ, double door bar fridge and sink,
plus stainless steel food preparation benches can then be installed.
Remember while work is being undertaken please refrain from entering the roped off area.
The pennants season is drawing to a close without the success we had hoped for. However,
there were many memorable moments in both 1st and 2nd Division. Maybe next year.
Thanks to all the players in both divisions for making themselves available.
Congratulations to the BPL team of Jeff Slater, Miriam and Rod Black. After winning the
Regional Knockout Round at RBC, Jeff and his team acquitted themselves very well in the
Regional Finals played in Mackay last week. Well done. The Management Committee
financially assisted the team with a $200 contribution to their costs for accommodation and
petrol.
“Jack Attack is Back” – With the of support of Radio 4RO I was able to go “on air” twice in
the lead up to the 2019 Capricornian Shield Tournament (referred to as our Jack Attack
program), together with a bit of door-knocking schools and businesses, we managed to get
10 teams of 3-6 players to play in this competitive barefoot bowls tournament held every
Friday night for the next six weeks. Not only is the tournament bringing money into the
club from the green fees and catering, but also exposes younger members of the
community to experience a fun style of lawn bowls. I can tell you that towards the end of
the season many of these barefoot bowlers become quite good and hopefully we can gain
some new members that may be interested in our Saturday or Sunday social days.
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The Capricornian Shield doesn’t run itself. We need to have volunteers who run the admin
side each week collecting green fees /membership fees, working out the draw each week
and recording the scores over the six week period. Also, someone has to operate the BBQ
and prepare salads for the steak burgers and snags we sell on the night. Then there is a
need to help the bowlers with their technique, especially in the early weeks of the
competition. We had great support on our first night. Thank you to John Moran, Bruce
Ballentine, Tony Durkin, Clyde Jackson, Phil Robinson, Bernie Gottke, Ann-Louise Tyler,
Marion Dobbs and Geoff Cranston. (I hope I didn’t miss anyone) It should not be left to
these few every Friday night. It is not hard work, it’s actually a lot of fun.
Please visit our Facebook page from time to time and like and share the posts that are put
up. It is another great way to find out what is happening at the Club. Heaps of photos are
being put up by Bernie. Thanks.
There seems to be a growing number of members on the ‘sick’ list. If you are on the list I
hope things get better soon and you can again join us on the green.
Functions
Functions a vital to our overall income stream and we seem to be get a lot of bookings
coming in. As a club run by volunteers ALL members are require to help out in some
capacity, from time to time. Please put your hand up when asked to help with functions,
either cooking the steaks, helping out prepare salads or as a supervisor out on the green. Our
function season is going to get busier the closer we get to the end of the year. Just see
Marion or myself if you can help out from time to time. Income from functions help keep
bar and membership prices low.
Peter Tyler OAM
Chairman
At the Management Committee`s Meeting on Wednesday August 28th. It was unanimously
decided to recognise our bowling members aged 90 and over with free membership of the club as
from 2020. It was considered that these members have given a lot to the club over the years. It
was also recognised that still bowling at 90 and over indicates the dedication these bowlers have
to bowling. This free membership (paid by the club) will apply to even a new bowler over 90 that
joins the club.
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Men`s President, Jeff Slater
congratulating Jim Norris on
receiving his Veteran`s Badge

Men`s competition Results.

Mixed Pairs Final. M Dobbs, E Gregson def M Black, J Slater

District Singles.
W Richardson def R Hill, R Sanders def G Hudson, C Magee def R Sanders, J Slater def E Gregson.
District Pairs Final. R Black, J Slater def W Pearson, W Wilson
The Salvation Army held a function for their children to celebrate Father`s Day. A
cake was cut and each father received a gift. A very moving moment by the
children.

Men`s Presidents Report
Hello Everybody,
In the last month there has been several finals played.
In the mixed pairs Marion Dodd and Errol Gregson defeated Mirriam Black and myself.
The district pair’s final was won by Rod Black and myself defeating Bill Pearson and Wayne
Wilson.
Rod Black, Graham Hudson and Clem Magee defeated Peter Pidcock, Bill Richardson and
myself in the final of the district triples.
In the final of the district fours Stan Munro, Ron Hill, Graham Hudson and Clem Magee
defeated Rod Black, Phil Robinson, Bill Richardson and myself.
The finalists in the club triples Bill Pearson, Ross Sanders and Errol Gregson team against
Rod Black, Graham Hudson and Clem Magee with Errol’s team coming out on top.
In the district singles I have to play Bill Richardson in the semi-final to play Clem Magee in
the final.
The only competition not started is the mixed fours. They are scheduled for the weekend of
19th and 20th October. If anyone would like to play any of these games earlier go ahead and
talk to opposing team and let Clem Magee know what you are doing.
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Mirriam and Rod Black and myself travelled to Mackay last weekend to play in the Bowls
Premier League north Queensland finals. We played a team from Weipa in the first round
and won on a tiebreak. Second round we had a bye. The third round we played a Cairns
team and they beat us the tiebreak. The fourth round was the same result with the Mackay
beating us on the tiebreak. We played the fifth round against Seaforth and beat them on the
tiebreak. The winning team was Cairns with 3 match wins and 5.5 sets wins. Second place
was Weipa with 2 match wins and 4.5 sets wins and we were next with 2 match wins 4 sets
wins. The Cairns and Weipa teams travel to the Pines Rivers Bowls club in Brisbane to play in
the Australian finals.
The second season of Jack Attack has started with 10 teams. Peter Tyler has taken over as
coordinator.
Pennants season is over for the first division team as we run fourth which means we run last
and we will be relegated back to second division next year. We will have two teams in
second division. Our second division team is forth spot out of five with a couple of games to
go.
See you on the Green
Jeff Slater
On Friday night august 30th the club was abuzz with Jack Attack players. The Rockhampton Bowls
Club is offering great steak burgers, a free ticket in a meat tray when you purchase a steak burger
and nibbles throughout the night. Jack Attack has attracted Business people and their staff, work
mates, families or just friends having a fun night of bowling.
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Michelle
LANDRY

Federal Member for Capricornia

Launch of Adult Learner’s Week
Each year Adult Learners’ Week
(1-8 September) celebrates the
important role adult and community
education plays in supporting
social participation and economic
productivity.
Learning is a lifelong pursuit. We
want to encourage Australians of
all ages to invest in their continued
education. Whether its upskilling
or completely reskilling, there are
inherent benefits to adult education.
The Morrison Government’s $525
million Skills Package Delivering
Skills for Today and Tomorrow will
help provide a strong framework to
support learning at a range of ages.

The package includes $62.4 million
to establish the new Foundation
Skills for Your Future program. The
program recognises that foundation
language, literacy, numeracy and
digital literacy are necessary for all
Australians to participate fully in
work and life.
There are many ways you can get
involved in Adult Learners’ Week.
You could run your own event,
become a sponsor or visit one of
the hundreds of events that are
being held around the country.
The week’s activities are an
opportunity to help raise awareness
of literacy and numeracy issues,
learn new skills, and explore the

many available opportunities for
further learning.
The Australian Government is
committed to ensuring Australians
and businesses have the necessary
skills they need to succeed and
prosper and I can see the results
every day in Capricornia.
For more information about Adult
Learners’ Week visit:
www.adultlearnersweek.org/alwevents
To learn more about the Delivering
Skills for Today and Tomorrow
package visit:
www.education.gov.au/skills-andtraining-budget-overview-2019-20

LNP Wins for Healthcare
•

Since we came to office, the Age Pension has increased by $117.80
for singles per fortnight and by $177.40 for couples per fortnight,
benefitting the 14,498 Age Pensioners that live in Capricornia. The
Coalition Government will continue to increase pension payments for
the 14,498 Age Pensioners in Capricornia in March and September
each year.

•

All local hospitals have had significant increases in funding. Australian
Government funding for public hospital services in Queensland has
increased by 84% since we came to office (from $2.7 billion in 2012-13
to $4.9 billion in 2019-20).

•

The GP bulk billing rate in Capricornia is 82%. Last year, over 745,193
GP visits were bulk billed in Capricornia – 181,444 more than Labor’s
last year in Government (2012-13).

Michelle Landry visiting
Moranbah hospital

michelle.landry@aph.gov.au www.michellelandry.com.au MichelleLandryMP
The Swan, 159 Denison St, Rockhampton 4700
(07) 4922 6604
Shop 8, 13 Sarina Beach Road, Sarina 4737
(07) 4943 2722

