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Chairman Beverley Johnston; Vice-Chairman Bruce Ballentine.
Hallelujah. We are back playing bowls! As you will see within the following pages many of
our members have come out of hibernation with smiles on their faces to participate in,
initially, roll ups and then regular weekly bowls. Our club has already held a successful Neil
Barry Day (Pages 4/5). No doubt one of our busiest members has been men's committee
president Jeff Slater tackling the task of re-programming all events between now and the
end of the year. But a word of warning. COVID-19 has not gone away. It is imperative that
members adhere to restrictions especially relating to the use of hand sanitisers,
social distancing and signing in for tracing purposes. Never assume that
COVID-19 will not come back to bite you on the backside – it already has (in
Victoria and NSW) and can make an ASS out of U and ME so ASSUME nothing.
On a brighter note you will see I have introduced a Pet of the Month segment
featuring my beloved Chauncey (Page 11). Please take the opportunity to
contribute and allow your pet to have his/her five minutes of fame!
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner

Many thanks to our Federal Member for Capricornia for printing our newsletter
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Finally something to talk about
Monthly report from your chairman Beverley Johnston
I am so pleased to be able to talk about bowling once more after
many months of lockdown.
We at last have progressed from having roll ups with all the
associated rules and regulations to taking careful steps towards
actually bowling. What a welcome relief to see our members out on
the green once more.
I understand and support those members who do not wish yet to
join in regular social or competition games because of their own or
their family members' health vulnerability. We are doing our best to
adhere to the required rules both for protection of players and
visitors alike.
If you visit the club for either play, roll ups or simply to attend to
club business or to watch play please observe all the requirements
as previously advised.
Social distancing, sanitising and washing hands, disinfecting mats and kitties and resisting the
temptation to shake hands or touch other players' bowls, signing in with full contact details,
as required, all make for safety for everyone.
We have enjoyed mixed bowling on Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays, with the men bowling
on Thursday and also quickly getting into competition.
The ladies are back bowling on Wednesdays with competition resuming on 22 July. We did not
draw the jackpot for the first week back while we assessed the number of playing members in
the early days.
We decided to hold the Neil Barry Day on resumption of bowling, the reasoning being that this
would be a welcome back for our bowlers. Your committee is acutely aware we have had little
income in the past few months and expenses continue. We knew we may have struggled for
numbers for this day and so reduced prize money and accepted nominations from a few nonRBC bowlers.
Our raffle proved quite popular and as it happened the Richardson family enjoyed some good
luck. On the day we made a modest profit.
After talking with Ray Cavanagh I put
together an information piece about Neil
Barry and Ray seemed to approve of my
effort. Thank you Ray. The Clem Magee team
including Pat McGovern and Deidre
Hindmarsh were winners on the day and their
success will be recorded on the impressive
Neil Barry Shield.
We have had some bookings for both
barefoot bowls and functions and so wearing
my second hat, as Volunteer Organiser, I am
seeking assistance from members to help. If
you get a call please consider giving of your
Marion Dobbs hard at work selling tickets on
time. If you need a lift, let me know and it
Neil Barry Day. Big raffle winners were Bill
and Moyna Richardson.
will be arranged.
Continued Page 3
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Finally something to talk about
From Page 2

We have launched a drive to encourage players for
our Jack Attack competition for non-bowlers,
commencing 21 August. Rod Gardiner is
organising this activity with help from Peter Tyler.
Rod was introduced to the club via Jack Attack. If
you know of anyone who may like to put together
a team and participate in this fun activity, let Rod
know and he will supply the necessary
information. The atmosphere at this Friday
evening activity is most enjoyable and the cost
very affordable. A BBQ meal can be purchased,
the bar operates and a meat tray raffle is held
each night for the eight weeks' duration of the
event. '
We have received advice that our application for a
hardship grant from Rockhampton Regional
Council has been partially successful and we also
received a refund of our lease payment. We have
received a refund of CQDMBA fees and this was to
be discussed, together with advices from Bowls
Queensland and Bowls Australia regarding 2020
fees paid, at our management committee meeting
on 29 July. We will advise members of the
outcome in due course.
We have recommenced our JJ Richards rubbish
service. Don’t forget our Cash for Containers
initiative with donations of bottles and cans
gratefully received. Bill Richardson has
volunteered to deliver the empties.
You may have noticed some new pot plants under
the northern stands, kindly supplied by Moyna
Richardson.
Assistant Treasurer Syd O’Sing, with help from
others, has taken on the responsibility of
replenishing bar stock along with his weekly
banking duties. Secretary Jim Hanley has been
busy cataloguing our computer files and updating
membership lists. He has been doing what he can
so any incoming office bearers have a good record
of what needs to be done and when.
I look forward to seeing more and more members
attending to play bowls as Queensland maintains
it’s good COVID-19 record. I am, however, aware
our grasp on normality is tenuous, so please take
care. We do not want to go down the same route
as our southern neighbours. I hope their efforts to
stop the spread of this terrible virus are
successful.
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Don't miss out … register now!
Plans are well under way for Season 2
2020 of Jack Attack with flyers now
distributed throughout the city.
The popular 8-week series will run on
Friday nights from 21 August through
9 October. Registrations are now open.
Seven teams have already nominated
so it will be a case of first in, best
dressed to fill the remaining spots.
It is a triples event (two bowls per
player) and the cost of green fees is
only $30 per team per night. Teams
can register between three and six
players. Each player pays a one-off $5
registration fee for insurance purposes
which also entitles you to members'
bar prices. A great selection of nibbles
are provided at half-time and after
each night's play at only $3 per head
for players and associated visitors.
Before play you can also sample our
renowned steak burgers with salad
($7) or enjoy a couple of snags with
salad for only $3. This entitles you to a
free ticket in a $30 meat tray raffle.
Very affordable entertainment and a
lot of fun! So register your team now
by emailing either
bowls@rockhamptonbowls.com.au or
kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au and we will
send you a nomination form.
We will need several volunteers each
Friday night so if you are willing to
assist please advise coordinator Rod
Gardiner or any committee member.
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Neil Barry Day
Trophy winners: Clem Magee, Pat
McGovern, Deidre Hindmarsh.
Other prize winners:
Jeff Slater, June Shelton, Kath Davidson.
Bill Richardson, Meg Brady, Eileen
Arnold.

Chairman's recognition speech
Welcome to all players and guests. On a day like today, we
celebrate the people who have gone before us. Today
represents our appreciation of history. Rockhampton Bowls
Club has been in existence much longer than any of us and
will continue to exist long after we have gone, providing we
keep alive the vision of people like Neil Barry.
I never knew Neil Barry. He has long since passed on and
like many past members, our present membership may
have heard his name, but never knew him. Some of our
older members would however have known Neil personally
and speak highly of him as a person and the value of his
legacy to this club.
Present members such as Brian Hegarty, Ray Cavanagh,
Norm Diplock and Les Fullwood (and there no doubt were
others) who were active members of the club at the time
Neil Barry was President would know his value.
In Neil’s era, mixed teams of bowlers were involved in trips
away to centres such as Hervey Bay where bowling and
social events were the highlight of the bowls calendar. Neil
Trophy winners: Clem Magee, Pat
Barry was President of Rockhampton Bowls Club for a
McGovern and Deidre Hindmarsh.
number of years from the late 1980s to 1995. As you can
see, some of the names I have mentioned were also
committee members at that time.
I am told that Neil Barry was an ordinary man, a railway
engine driver, with an extraordinary talent for seeing what
needed doing and the ability to raise and manage the funds
for the project. When the club was in a dire financial
situation Neil canvassed businesses and individuals to seek
the funds to ensure the club continued.
At one time the RBC bowlers had travelled to Biloela and
during the event, it rained. Neil observed that what was
needed was a roof. I can only begin to imagine the
response of others without Neil’s vision but suffice to say
there would have been many who dismissed the idea of
RBC having a roof over the green as being out of the
realms of possibility.
Neil, apparently, was instrumental in bringing together
enough club members to get the project off the ground.
The scale of the exercise would be frightening for a small
bowls club, even today. The planning and how it would be
completed in a timely manner and how it would be paid for
would have been an impossible dream without people like
Other winners: Kath Davidson,
June Shelton and Jeff Slater.
Neil Barry.
Continued Page 5
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I've had a cold, bowls not hot!
Report from your Men's Bowls Subcommittee president Jeff Slater

Phil Robinson and Bob McGowan at arm's
length after their District Singles battle.
Phil was victorious on the day.

It's great to be back
bowling even though I have
had two competition games
and lost them both!
The Neil Barry afternoon
went off really well although
I was a bit disappointed
with the numbers.
Meanwhile, I have had a
cold and had to go for a
COVID-19 test. My doctor
sent a referral to the
pathologist.
A woman rang me and said your appointment is
for midday, be there sharp and we will do the
test in the car park.
I arrived at 11.50am, parked, wound the
window down and waited. My phone rang. It
was Lesley Bates from Bowls Australia wanting
to talk about bowls premier league. I told her
where I was and she said we would talk later.
As I was putting my phone in the console a
masked figure stuck her head in the window and
said: “Are you Jeffrey?” I almost jumped out of
my skin and dropped my phone. ”Sorry,” she
said, “but are you Jeffrey?” “Yes,“ I said. “What
is your date of birth?”
Continued Page 6

Chairman's Neil Barry Day speech
From Page 4

Our long-term relationship with The Capricornian was
established during Neil Barry’s era. It was necessary
for the club to seek a loan repayable over 10 years
and Neil and his band of fellow club members ran
fundaising ventures including Bingo and others of
which we are all familiar even today and our allweather roof was built and our new green became a
reality.
The 10-year loan was repaid in half that time.
The green we have today is a replacement which was
completed about the time I joined RBC around 2012. I
guess we could describe RBC as a boutique club now,
having only one green, but the fact it is still popular
when the weather turns a bit nasty for bowling, be it
raining or middle of summer heat, is testament to the
vision of those like Neil Barry who have gone before
us.
- Bev Johnston
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Other winners: Eileen Arnold, Meg
Brady and Bill Richardson.
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“I know my date of birth as I have had a time in hospital this year. Third of October, 1946.”
Then she poked this long white thing at me. “I am going to take a swab of your throat and
nose. Open up.”
I know why they swab your throat first; it is to get lubricated to then stick this thing up your
nose. She proceeded to push this thing up my nose and as it passed my eye the tears welled
out. Then, I think, it touched my brain as I had small pain go to the top of my skull.
When I thought it was coming out my right ear she stopped and pulled it out.
“Thank you, Jeffrey. We will notify your doctor with the results.” And she was gone.
I drove home with funny feelings in my eyes, head and ears. It lasted for about two hours.
Most importantly, the result was negative.

Competition results

Club shirts

Champion Singles
C. Magee d J. Slater; R. Sanders d E. Gregson.
This sets up a final between Clem Magee and Ross Sanders.
Veteran Fours (final)
W. Pearson, R. Wellings, R. McGowan, L. Wust d K. Bussey, P.
Lawton, W. Richardson, J. Slater.
Les and his team will play the district playoff at RBC on Friday, 18
September.
Veteran Singles: Bob McGowan won and he will go to DMBC on 4
September to play the district playoff.
District Singles
W. Richardson d P. Tyler; P. Robinson d R. McGowan; C. Magee d R.
Sanders; L. Bayes d E. Barber.

If any member
requires a club shirt
just write your
name on the sheet
on the noticeboard.
The cost is $55.
They can only be
ordered in lots of
six so once that
many have been
requested the club
will place an order.

Monthly report from your Ladies Bowls
Subcommittee president Val King
We had a good roll up for our first day back bowling on Wednesday,
15 July.
The raffle prize on the day, a lovely tray of homemade slices kindly
donated by Carol Wellings, was won by Lorraine Delaney.
It is good news that Ena Sinclair is home after being in Brisbane for
medical treatment for a length of time.
The ladies restarted competition on Wednesday, 22 July, and hopefully
will be able to complete the Champion Singles in time for the playoffs.
Until next time, stay safe and well.

Ladies bowls for sale
Due to ill health, Ethel Hinz-O'Sullivan
has reluctantly decided to sell her
bowls.They, along with carry case and
accessories, are in very good
condition and would be a great buy,
especially for a lady starting bowling.
The bowls are AERO Optima size Zero
heavy and are only a few years old.
The accessories include a bowl lifter,
Henselite measurer, 3 bowling cloths,
1 cap, tube of Grippo and chalk or a
bowls marker.
The asking price is $300. Contact
Bernie Gottke on 0439140235.
Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter
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First cabs on the rink!
Social bowls resumed in earnest on Sunday, 5
July after an enforced hiatus courtesy of COVID19 restrictions.
Twenty members, including our chairman Bev
Johnston (showing off her style left), took
advantage of the Stage 3 easing of restrictions
and the beautiful winter's afternoon.
It was an opportunity to dust off the cobwebs
leading into the resumption of our regular social
and competition bowls fixtures.
The Management Committee would like to thank
all members for your patience during what has
been an unprecedented trying time for the club.
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JUST LIKE OLD
TIMES: The rinks
were full when
the men turned
out in force to
resume regular
Thursday triples
on 9 July.
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You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!
AUGUST
Joy Burke 2nd; Henia Mitchell 3rd; Deb Simpson 4th;
Peter Tyler 16th; Jim Norris 18th; Doug Swan 18th;
Keith Vesey 24th; Colleen Diehm 27th; Clem Magee
27th; Bill Richardson 29th; Ethel Ward 29th; Rod Black
30th; Bob McGowan 30th.
Peridot, spinel and sardonyx are the three
birthstones for August. The peridot is known for
being formed under extreme conditions as it can be
found in the hardened lava that carried it from
deep within Earth’s mantle as well as in meteorites
that travelled from outer space. The spinel was
underappreciated until recently, as today’s
consumers look for an alternative to ruby, a gem
with which red spinel was mistaken for centuries.
Sardonyx is the original August birthstone, with a
history that dates back more than 4000 years.
The August birth flowers are the gladiolus and
poppy. The gladiolus is sometimes referred to as
the sword lily because of its long, skinny shape. It’s
a symbol of strength of character, remembrance
and sincerity. The poppy is known for its bright red
colour. It is worn on Armistice Day as a symbol of
remembrance for those who lost their lives in World
War I. The poppy also symbolises imagination.
The zodiac signs for the month of August are Leo
(until August 22) and Virgo (August 23 onwards).

Peridot

Gladiolus

Spinel

Sardonyx

Poppy

Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully airconditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack
and BBQs.
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an
affordable price.
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Blooming good tropical transformation
The COVID-19 virus has certainly changed
the way we live our lives now and in the
future. The normal number of flu cases
are certainly down because of how we
now look at hygiene and keep a little
distance from each other.
This we should keep doing. The
restrictions have also had a huge effect
on how people consider what to do during
these difficult times. Either keep going or
shut up shop seemed to be the two
options. Those who decided to do nothing
had a huge amount of time to start worrying about the future.
This caused an alarming increase in mental health issues.
However, it must be considered that some people could not
afford to do anything. On the positive side, good deals were
available from businesses to get things done.I decided that the
most important path to follow was to support the economy as
much as possible and that the $1500 given to pensioners by
the government would be best spent in helping businesses
recover.
This I did by transforming my front yard into a tropical garden.
While it already had something of a tropical look about it I
built a trellis over the front path to the house and installed a
couple of lights using smart globes.
I have staghorns, bromeliads and some orchids along the
path. I have also introduced shade-loving plants in this area
and now have cordylines and dracaena growing. More plants
are on order from the El Arish tropical nursery.
I thank Moyna and Bill Richardson for their advice and help.
I also installed a nice water feature have rearranged my
automatic watering system and converted old floodlights to
LED floodlights.
The next stage will be to have a new shaded
area that will have a relaxing feel about it.
Besides this, I have replaced the whole
automatic watering system at my
daughter’s home to make it more effective.
This entailed all new solenoids and about 80
metres of new poly pipe. Also, 13mx5m of
concreting was installed at the back of her
home and 10 new LED lights and four
floodlights now light up her back section.
Next will be the painting of this whole area.
Every time I went to Bunnings I ran into people I know who are also taking advantage of their
COVID-enforced spare time. At times it was hard to find plants to buy.
These projects have kept me very busy over the past four months and I am now planning to
enhance my rainforest back yard to be a more comprehensive area.
Strangely enough I now have to try and find time to go bowling.
- Bernie Gottke
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Nature has a way of nurturing the soul
'Looking at beauty in the world is the first step of purifying the mind'

PET OF THE MONTH
This is “our” beloved
shih tzu/Maltese cross,
Chauncey, a little
bundle of fluff (right)
when he arrived as an
anniversary gift four
years ago from my
wife, Marina.
I named him after Chauncey Gardiner
from the 1979 film Being There, starring
Peter Sellers and Shirley MacLaine.
A former colleague of mine when I worked
at the Morning
Bulletin in the 80s
used to always call
me Chauncey!
The canine version
is now very much
the man of the
house (right)!
If you would like your beloved moggie or pooch (or pets of any
persuasion) to feature in upcoming newsletters as Pet of the
Month just email me a photo with additional details (name,
breed, age etc) at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au

CLUB TRIVIA
What name is used to
refer to a group of frogs?
July trivia: On which ship did
Charles Darwin make his
famous expedition, which led
to his theory of evolution?
Answer: HMS Beagle.
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New medications
listed on PBS
The importance of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme has
been underlined with new and amended medicines listings on
the PBS, and an extension to emergency dispersing measures
to support patients during the COVID-19 pandemic.
From 1 July the medicine Ozempic® (semaglutide) will be listed on
the PBS as a new treatment option for type 2 diabetes.
From 1 July, the listing of Tecentriq® (atezolizumab) will be expanded
and improved to include a new form and treatment regimen to assist
patients with small cell lung cancer.
An estimated 1,000 patients per year will require treatment with
Tecentriq. What might have cost them more than $50,000 per
course of treatment is available for $41 per script, or $6.60 with a
concession card.
These listings have been recommended by the independent
Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee.
More information about the extension of emergency
arrangements for dispensing medicines is on the
Department of Health website at www.PBS.gov.au.

Michelle
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Federal Member for Capricornia
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