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Chairman Beverley Johnston; Vice-Chairman Bruce Ballentine.

Many thanks to our Federal Member for Capricornia for printing our newsletter

Was that August that just flashed by? I have been busy 
coordinating, with the valued assistance of Peter Tyler and 
several other volunteers, Season 2 2020 of Jack Attack which 
got underway on Friday, 21 August. (See Pages 6/7)
Our website has been converted to a WordPress (CMS) 
template, which is allegedly user-friendly, and myself and Jeff 
Slater went back to school last week for a lesson on how it all 
works. The website is seriously out of date – I mean years 
not months. Given that neither Jeff nor myself exactly fit the 
Bill Gates mould it is going to be a monumental task to get 
everything updated. We will work on that in the coming 
weeks but please don't expect miracles. In between all this I 
have managed to fit in the odd game of bowls and compile 
your newsletter. Enjoy!                     - Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner



Competitions spring into action
Monthly report from your chairman Beverley Johnston
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With all that has happened in 2020, it is difficult to believe that 
spring is here and the year is more than half over.   
Some might say it cannot end soon enough but we really do have to 
accept that our altered way of life is most likely going to be with us 
for some time.  Now is a good time to review all we need to do to 
keep ourselves and others safe and keep doing it.
The good news is that bowling in all its forms is gaining momentum 
and our club has seen our competitions underway. Both men’s and 
ladies pennants have been played and BPL and Jack Attack either 
underway or completed.   
Our social play on Tuesdays and Sundays is proving as popular as 
ever and it would be great if a few more men and women would 
consider playing on Saturdays as well.
To be able to enjoy playing bowls and to encourage new and younger bowlers we need a well 
maintained clubhouse and facilities. Your management committee and a band of willing club 
member volunteers have been working to attend to maintenance, ensuring the club operates 
under the COVID Safe rules, providing facilities and services to attract groups for functions and 
to conduct events such as Jack Attack and the BPL.
Recently we were advised that we had been successful in gaining a grant from Rockhampton 
Regional Council’s Community Assistance Program to go towards the renovation of our upstairs 
function area.   
The club has been very fortunate and this grant is in addition to that received from the 
Gambling Community Benefit Fund.
We have also received two smaller grants, one to enable the club to restock after the COVID 
lockdown and another to put towards the plumbing work done on our underfloor sewerage and 
drainage work.   
We have had some advice from an architect and our building sub-committee is considering the 
best options for Stage One components of the upstairs renovations so we can get started as 
soon as possible. (see Page 3)
The region’s new newspaper began circulation last week and the club has had a visit from Liam 
Emerton, the sports editor. Liam is not only interested in our planned renovation work and the 
Rockhampton Regional Council grant but also the history and operation of our club.   
The weekly sports page will include results and future competition fixtures and so is sure to be 
popular with all of us starved for local news ... something to enjoy with our morning cuppa!
The club has now received a couple of payments from our cash for containers drive. (see 
Page 3) Bill Richardson is doing a great job delivering the bottles and cans and he also waters 
the plants at the club. I reckon Bill might be a candidate for volunteer of the month if we had 
such an award. Of course he would have to compete against some pretty impressive work 
being done by Ross Sanders on our northern external stairs.   
While I am speaking of volunteers, we would welcome your help with the many tasks needed 
to keep our club running smoothly.
As we move towards some warmer months and our weatherproof roof comes into its own, I 
hope you take every opportunity to enjoy your club facilities and the company of other 
members. 
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Management committee approves
upstairs renovation project

The management committee recently 
held a meeting to discuss renovations 
of the upstairs function area.   
We thought it prudent to invite along 
Peter Tyler and Bernie Gottke so the 
committee was given an insight into 
the proposed project as initiated 
during their tender. 
Peter explained the process they 
believed could be implemented but did 
advise it was open to options.
It was the feeling of the committee that we 
engage the advice of an architect on how best 
to approach the project. After discussion, the 
meeting approved the proposed project stages 
in their entirety and that an architect be 
engaged to inspect the site, offer advice and 
draw up formal plans for the project.   
These plans are necessary as we are required to 
submit them with the necessary paperwork 
required by the Rockhampton Regional Council. 
The council paperwork has been received.
We have been fortunate to receive two grants 
towards this project, one of $34,269.40 for the 
upstairs cold room submitted earlier this year, 
and a second grant of $15,000 from 
Rockhampton Regional Council, which we 
believe will be suffice to cover the cost of the 
bar or at least go a long way to covering same.
Since the meeting we have met with Gaven 
Gilmour, of Bauhinia Architects, at no cost to the 
club, and he gave us guidelines to provide him 
with details of what we have planned for each 
stage of the redevelopment.   
He has advised that once the information is 
received he can then go ahead and draw up the 
plans for renovations. 
Once this is completed we will display the plans 
for all members to view.   
It will not mean that the entire upstairs area will 
be renovated at once; the plans will allow for 
renovations to be completed in stages. 
Meanwhile, progress is being made to shore up 
the fire escape on the Mercure Hotel side of the 
building and this should be completed in the 
next few weeks.

A report from your 
building committee

Cans: Can you help? 
Queensland's Containers for Change 
scheme provides recycling services for 
clean glass, plastics and cardboard.
We can recycle aluminium, glass, 
plastic and cardboard drink containers 
between 150ml and 3 litres.
We cannot recycle any plain milk 
containers and any glass wine and spirit 
containers nor containers of flavoured 
milk, fruit or vegetable juice, cask wine 
or water that hold more than 1 litre.
The club has, for some time, recycled 
our eligible containers from our bar 
sales and we have now expanded this 
fundraising exercise by encouraging 
members who would normally dispose 
of recyclable containers in their 
household yellow lid bin to donate their 
recyclable containers to the club.   
If you are disposing of your recyclable 
containers this way, please consider 
dropping them into the club when you 
are attending bowls or when just in the 
area. We will provide a bin inside the 
car park gate for ease of drop-off.
Bill Richardson will deliver the 
containers to the recyclers and the 
funds will be credited to the club.   
This is a painless way to contribute to 
your club so please help if you can.



Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter                                                            Page 4

Clem wins Champion singles
Report from Men's Bowls Subcommittee president Jeff Slater

Competition bowls has been going well. 
Clem Magee defeated Ross Sanders in the 
final of the Champion of Champion 
singles. Clem travels to Yeppoon on the 
26th of September to play the district 
playoff of the Champion of Champion 
singles.
The final of the Veteran pairs will be 
played in a couple of weeks. This game is 
between Ron Hill (Andy Johnson sub)/Bob 
McGowan and Bill Richardson/Jeff Slater. 
Bob has been in all three finals on the 
Veterans games this year. Well done Bob.
Last weekend we played the Bowls Premier League Central 
Queensland playoff. There were four teams from RBC. The 
winning team was Rod Black, Clem Magee and Jeff Slater.
The Capricornian Prestige Fours will be played on Saturday, 
19 September. At present we have ten teams nominated and 
we are hoping for sixteen.
The zone playoff of the Pennants between Central 
Queensland (Yeppoon team), Port Curtis and Burnett will be 
held at RBC on Sunday, 20 September. 
There will be no competition or social bowls on that day.

Our 1st division pennants team defeated DMBC which kept us in second spot. To win the title 
they had to defeat YBC by a very big margin on Sunday. 
Alas they failed.
Our 2nd division pennants team defeated DMBC on Saturday which kept them in second spot. 
To win the title they had to defeat YBC on Sunday by one shot.
The game was a draw so YBC won with four wins and a draw with RBC having three wins and 
a draw.
Well done all pennants players.
Other results

Champion singles (final)
C. Magee d R. Sanders
District singles
J. Slater d R. Black
P. Robinson d R. Wellings
District triples
L. Bayes, R. McGowan, A. Johnson d 
P. Pidcock, W. Richardson, J. Slater
Champion pairs
R. Sanders, E. Gregson d D. Wilton, H. Wilton

Veteran Pairs
W. Richardson, J. Slater d R. Boadle, 
P. Lawton
C singles
P. Tyler d A. Durkin
R. McGowan d D. Wilton
P. Pidcock d S. O’Sing
L. Bayes d B. Ballantine
R. McGowan d P. Tyler
K. Mathieson d J. Bambrick

Clem Magee beat Ross Sanders 
to win the Champion singles.
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Our ladies Pennants players who finished runners-up to Yeppoon.

Monthly report from Ladies 
Bowls Subcommittee 

president Val King

Once again there is not 
much to report.

Our Pennants ladies finish second

Pennants was played last week with Yeppoon winning the purple badge with our ladies coming 
in second.
Well done!June is doing well with the competitions although not all games will be played.
The Invitation Fours will be held on Monday, 12 October. There will be three games of 15 ends.
Belated recognition to our ladies who won the inaugural CQDLBA District Shield (formerly the 
Molly Bradford Shield) at Gracemere Bowls Club in March. We are a bit tardy in getting their 
picture into the newsletter but better late than never!
I trust everyone is in good health … stay safe and well.
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By Lachlan Williams, Bowls Australia
With COVID-19 restrictions easing in parts of the country, clubs have resumed doing what 
they can to introduce new people to bowls, including Rockhampton Bowls Club.
Rockhampton has looked to social bowls competition Jack Attack as a way to get people in the 
community involved with the sport, having previously hosted successful programs.
Jack Attack is the fun and fast-paced format of bowls, aimed at encouraging new participation 
in the sport, with games completed in just over an hour.
Rockhampton’s newest Jack Attack competition got under way last Friday, set to run on Friday 
nights for the next 8 weeks.
“Our last season was cut short due to COVID, but we are looking forward to getting back out 
there again,”  Rockhampton Jack Attack coordinator Rod Gardiner said.
“The judge of the program’s success is the number of repeat teams that keep coming back, 
they obviously enjoy it.“We usually have 8-10 teams, and we are around that mark again 
which is exciting.”
This will be Mr Gardiner’s third time involved with a Jack Attack competition. He said the key 
to a successful program is finding a balance between good competitive spirit as well as fun.
“There’s no mucking around but at same time the emphasis is on people having a good time,” 
he said.
“We’re not playing for sheep stations, so if you get that mix right everyone walks away very 
happy.
“The idea is to get people to join the club as members or get a feel of the game and enjoy the 
atmosphere. They might think in a few years’ time, that was fun, I’ll do that again.”
Mr Gardiner is himself a product of Rockhampton’s successful program, becoming further 
involved with the club after playing Jack Attack socially.
“I have played social bowls on and off in different areas for 30 years, but first played  Jack 
Attack in September last year.
“As a result of that I decided to join the club, joining in January. I’m now on the management 
committee, produce the monthly newsletter and coordinate the Jack Attack competition.”

Rockhampton is one of many clubs around the country who have 
looked to Jack Attack as a way to resume bowls activity in their 
region.
Forty clubs have expressed interest in hosting the premium 
version of Jack Attack in Jack Attack Plus while 15 clubs will give 
the program a go with a free three-month trial through Jack 
Attack Lite.

Jack Attack back with a bang in Rockhampton
The following story was published on the Bowls Australia website on Tuesday, 25 
August. The picture was taken during our club's JA Season 1 2020 in February.



Jack Attack Season 2 2020 is up and running. 
We held our introductory night on Friday, 21 August 
with seven teams set to do battle for the perpetual 
Capricornian Shield.
Five teams – Bowling Stones, Bowling Blisters, 
Deadly Peaches, and two Kennas - are returning from 
previous JA seasons. And two teams are making their 
JA debut – Hobos and Mayhem on Mary.
To date, a total of 33 players have registered for the 
event.
The season will run over eight weeks with the final to 
be decided on 9 October. If any members are willing 
to volunteer on a Friday night it would be much 
appreciated. Feel free to contact Bev Johnston.
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New players get taste of our game

Mayhem on Mary took home the prize on introductory 
night – winning a $30 meat tray in the weekly raffle.

Belinda Cox (Mayhem on Mary) gets 
some pointers from volunteer Bernie 
Gottke.
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Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday 
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully air-
conditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack 
and BBQs. 
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an 
affordable price.

Sapphire, the birthstone of September, is most 
desired in its pure, rich blue color but is present 
in almost every color including pink, yellow and 
green. In the Middle Ages the gem was believed 
to protect those close to you from harm and also 
represented loyalty and trust.
September’s birth flower is the aster which is said 
to represent both love and daintiness. The flowers 
are also associated with wisdom, valour and faith, 
making them a great choice for dear friends and 
family members. Reminiscent of a daisy, the aster 
is named after the Greek word for ‘star’ and, if 
you look at the shape of the flower, it’s clear to 
see why. These delightful flowers bloom all year 
round and are one of the most vibrant in the 
autumn months, making them the perfect choice 
for a September birthday.
The zodiac signs for the month of September are 
Virgo (until September 22) and Libra (September 
23 onwards).

You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!

AUGUST
Rodney Wilkes 2nd; Les Fullwood 3rd; Peter Pidcock 
5th; Val King 5th; Daphne Bussey 6th; Bruce Ballentine 
9th; Pam Hedges 12th; Ethel Hinz-O'Sullivan 12th; 
Frank Santacaterina 13th; Jeff Hope 17th; Carol 
Wellings 19th; Daniel Wilton 20th; Harley Wilton 23rd; 
Jenny Stewart 24th; Zelma Mace 26th; Rod (Kiwi) 
Gardiner 28th; Maureen Callow 29th.  

Virgo Libra

Sapphire Aster
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Nature has a way of nurturing the soul
'Looking at beauty in the world is the first step of purifying the mind'

PET(S) OF THE MONTH
Meet chairman Bev 
Johnston's family 
menagerie … 
granddaughters Kate 
and Keely’s lap dog 
Baxter, grandson Sam's 
cat Sparrow and the 
carpet python which 
regularly suns itself at 
son Steven’s home.
I'm told Sparrow 
stays well away! 

If you would like your beloved moggie or pooch (or pets of any 
persuasion) to feature in upcoming newsletters as Pet of the 
Month just email me a photo with additional details (name, 
breed, age etc) at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au

 CLUB TRIVIA
In the famous story, 
what did Peter Pan 
leave behind in 
Wendy's bedroom?

August trivia: What name is 
used to refer to a group of 
frogs?

Answer: An army.
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Michelle 
LANDRY MP
Federal Member for Capricornia

Prostate cancer nurse 
boost in Capricornia

Australian men with prostate cancer and their families in Central Queensland 
will benefit from an expansion of the Australian Government’s Prostate Cancer 
Nurses Program. 

Minister for Health, Greg Hunt said the Government is investing $23 million in 
the program through the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia over the next 
three years to support existing prostate cancer nurses and place specialist 
nurses in over 40 new locations. 

“Prostate cancer is estimated to be the second most common cause of cancer 
deaths in Australian men in 2020, with an estimated 3,152 deaths,” Minister 
Hunt said. 

“Since 2013, this program has funded the recruitment, training and placement 
of Prostate Cancer Nurse in 29 locations across the country.” 

Member for Capricornia, Michelle Landry, said the funding will include the 
employment of prostate cancer nurse services in Capricornia. 

The Government is committed to improving health outcomes for men with 
prostate cancer and provides significant investment through provision of 
specialised nurses, medical services though the Medicare Benefits Scheme and 

pharmaceuticals through the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 

Since 2013, the Government has also provided over $84 million 
in support for prostate cancer research through the Australian 
Prostate Cancer Research Centres, the National Health and 
Medical Research Council and Cancer Australia.


