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Chairman Beverley Johnston; Vice-Chairman Bruce Ballentine
As the year draws to a close, there is still plenty of competition
bowls being played and plenty of important dates remaining on
the calendar.
Nominations are open for positions on the Management
Committee with the Annual General Meeting to be held at 9am
on Sunday, 13 December.
Our annual Christmas break-up and presentation night will be
held on Friday, 11 December.
Remember you can now find all the club's up-to-date
information on our website at www.rockhamptonbowls.com.au
This includes news stories, latest results, upcoming fixtures
and myriad other information.
You can also keep up to date with all the latest club news on
our Facebook page at https://m.facebook.com/rockybowls/
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner

AGM: 13 December

Many thanks to our Federal Member for Capricornia for printing our newsletter
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BEV JOHNSTON: Chairman's report

Committees, volunteers vital
to keep our club functioning
Despite the many issues caused by the worldwide pandemic we seem
to have somehow still managed to maintain some normalcy in our
lives.
Playing lawn bowls is just one aspect of our
There has been much discussion around the
day-to-day lives which continues to bring
club about the planned renovations upstairs
pleasure, exercise and leisure time with a bit
and some members are disappointed by the
of healthy competition thrown in for good
decisions taken, claiming a lack of
measure.
consultation.
Our bowls committees should be
Constructive concerns welcome
congratulated for pressing on with
I would like to remind members that
competitions and events when it would have
everyone has always had a right to voice
been easier to just play socially.
their opinion and bring their constructive
To have the club function as it does takes
concerns to the committee as changes may
input from many members. Check the
be made as the project progresses.
noticeboard for a list of some of the
The new bar area (including cold room) is the
jobs/positions and the people currently
first stage of a long-term planned upgrade of
responsible in 2020.
the upstairs auditorium. Peter Tyler has

AGM set for Sunday, 13 December

Of course, with year's end comes the club's
Annual General Meeting at 9am on Sunday,
13 December.
As with any business corporation, the AGM
gives members an opportunity to question
and hear from the Management Committee
and then to nominate and possibly elect
new/existing committee members to continue
the work of running the club.
Also on the noticeboard and on our website
you will find nomination forms for this
purpose and I encourage every member to
think about what they or someone else could
do to lighten the load for others.
Nominate members or have others nominate
you for one of the many positions.
Already, Marion, our Functions Manager, has
taken bookings for nearly every weekend up
to Christmas and the need for volunteer
workers is urgent. If you can help, please put
your name on the functions board or let me
know and we can find a job, date and time to
suit.
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produced his impression of the main room to
show members on screen.
Modernisation of upstairs, which offers a
unique and desirable position overlooking our
floodlit green and the Fitzroy River, will
provide an attractive air-conditioned area for
our members during bowling days and an
alternative commercial venue for groups,
large or small, by utilising mobile
partitions/screens and a folding dividing door.
(see page 5)
First and foremost, the renovations are
designed for the benefit of all members,
creating a modern space for afternoon tea
during our regular bowls events and other
club-related functions.
But the reality is that the club will not survive
long-term on bowls alone. By creating a
modern space for functions we can offer
members of our community a desirable venue
for birthday parties, wedding receptions,
seminars etc which will generate muchneeded revenue for the club.
Continued Page 3
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Ladies pairs, fours teams runners-up
Rockhampton Bowls Club teams were runners-up in both
the Pairs and Fours events at the CQ Championships held
at Diggers Bowls Club on 26 and 27 October. Pictured
(left) are Bev Johnston and Heather Everett (sub for Kay
Borg) and (below) Marion Dobbs, Bev Johnston and
Lorraine Delaney with CQDLBA President Althea Vaughan
who presented badges. Absent: Pat McGovern.

Committees, volunteers vital cogs in the wheel
The new bar area will be in the existing ladies
lounge area and my hope is that we can
refurbish what was the front verandah (now
enclosed with glass doors/windows) and fit it
with comfortable reclining chairs and coffee
tables, utilising mobile screens or greenery so
those who wish to relax, rest and perhaps
view bowls, can sit and enjoy coffee or tea.
The balustrade, which was obviously on the
original verandah, may be replaced with a
modern see-through safety barrier.
A utility room at the northern end of the
building will be refurbished and new storage
cupboards can be built.
The bar installation means that some honour
boards will have to be moved but they will be
displayed elsewhere in the auditorium.
The basic drawing of the plan has been
displayed previously on our noticeboards for
members to view and discuss.
In my opinion, once the grant application,
made early in 2020, was approved from the
Gambling Community Benefit Fund for a new
cold room we were committed to the
refurbishment.

This prompted the committee to pursue an
additional grant from the Rockhampton
Regional Council, which was partially
successful, to the value of $15,000. This will
mainly cover the cost of the new bar.
We have also been successful in receiving
some smaller grants for COVID recovery,
repairs etc. For ‘Not for Profit Organisations’
it is a fact that grants are an essential
source of funding and should not be lightly
refused once approved.
The club has almost $50,000 in its bank
account from approved grants.
I encourage members to look to the future
and envisage how much more appealing our
venue will be after the refurbishment. Two
previous building committee members,
Peter Tyler and Bernie Gottke, were invited
to have input as they were initially involved
in the planning.
The formal plan will be produced and
displayed soon and any requisite documents
lodged with council.
Plans for our annual Christmas break-up
and presentation night on Friday, 11
December will begin in earnest shortly and
details will be advised as soon as possible.

Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter

Page 3

From Page 2

JEFF SLATER: Men's president's report
October was a good month for representative bowls with Graham
Hudson, Jeff Slater, Clem Magee and Errol Gregson bringing the Bates
Goddard Trophy back to the club for the first time in 10 years.
Our Veteran’s Pairs team of Andy Johnson and Bob McGowan went down
by 1 shot to the Yeppoon team which went on to win the competition.
The Brothers visit and Pauline and Merv Martin afternoons were popular
with each attracting 42 players.
Tuesday and Thursday bowls are attracting 44 to 48 players each day.
Saturday’s numbers are down a bit with only 6 to 8 players but this is boosted with
competition as we can have up to 20 players at times.
Sundays, under Marion’s guidance, are going well with up to 24 players.
Competition is going well but the mixed games are going to prove to be a bit of a struggle to
finish in time for presentation night.
Better days ahead.
Full results
District singles (final)
C. Magee d P. Robinson 25-13
District Pairs
R. Black, J. Slater d L. Bayes, W. Wilson 21-12
G. Hudson, C. Magee d E. Barber, P. Pidcock 3012
Champion Pairs
R. Sanders, E. Gregson d E. Barber, P. Pidcock
24-17
K. Bussey, L. Wust d K. Vessey, P. Robinson 22-18
Mixed Pairs
M. Black, J. Slater d J. McGowan, R. McGowan
27-11
B Singles
L. Bayes d R. Boadle 25-8
R. Gardiner d P. Tyler 25-14
P. Pidcock d A. Durkin 25-22
A. Durkin d K. Mathieson 25-15
B pairs
Final: W. Dobson, R. McGowan d M. Demasi, P.
Tyler 21-17
W. Dobson, R. McGowan d S. O’Sing, R. Gardiner
18-13

Pauline and Merv Martin Day
Winners: Bill Pearson, Val King, Bob McGowan;
runners-up: Zelma Mace, Moyna Richardson, Bill
Richardson; third: Joyce McGowan, Ken Mathieson,
Ross Wellings; fourth: Joy Liddell, Pat McGovern,
Clyde Jackson; Sportsman's Prize: Colleen Diehm,
Bruce Ballentine, Michael Hagan
Ladies President/Vice President Fours
P. McGovern, H. Everett, V. King, M. Kay d M.
Dobbs, J. Wilson, J. Burke, Z. Mace
The Capricornian Ladies Invitation Fours
Winners: A. Vaughan, P. Ward, J. Markey, D.
Vaughan (CQDLBA); runners-up: A. Browning, M.
Wilson, D. Corbet, K. Buntain (Yeppoon); third: K.
Borg, H. Everett, B. Johnston, J. Burke (RBC);
fourth: L. Tompkins, J. Lawrence, A. Thomas, S.
Lane (RBC); Sportsman's Prize: K. McCrohon, J.
Godsmary, Y. Ruthford, G. Hagen (Diggers)
Ladies Championship Triples
Final: J. Lawrence, S. Lane, V. King d M. Dobbs,
D. Simpson, J. Shelton
M. Dobbs, D. Simpson, J. Shelton d L. Tomkins, P.
McGovern, B. Armitage
Ladies Championship Pairs (final)
K. Borg, B. Johnston d P. McGovern, R. Rumpf

VAL KING: Ladies president's report
Another busy month has gone by which brings us closer to the end of
the year.
We had a successful Invitation Fours with CQ taking out first prize.
Yeppoon came second with Kay Borg's team third and Leonie Tomkins'
team fourth. Kay McCrohon's team won the Sportsman's prize.
As usual, Zelma Mace hosted a lovely afternoon in memory of her
parents, Merv and Pauline Martin. Thank you Zelma. It was
appreciated by everyone.
Thanks also must go to everyone who donated gifts for the multi-draw raffle.
Wednesday, 18 November will be our last playing day this year with prize money donated by
The Capricornian.
Our Christmas break-up is different this year. We are having ham and salad with sweets to
follow.
Dress is casual. A gift to the value of $10 is optional.
Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter
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New bar, cold room plan proceeds
By Bob McGowan
Building sub-committee

The Management Committee, along with Peter Tyler and Bernie Gottke,
met with architect Gaven Gilmour (Bauhinia Architects) recently where
he presented his first impression plan of the upstairs redevelopment.
Stage One of the project will feature a curved bar and cold room
(2400mm by 2100mm) and will be built adjacent to the current
commercial kitchen.
Whilst the architect presented plans for the entire
floor, the concentration at this stage will be on the
completion of the bar and cold room.
It was hoped this would be operational for our
Christmas Party 2020 but unfortunately we will not
see its completion until early next year.
Stage Two will see the current bar demolished and the
floor under that section repaired.
Stage Three will be the renovation of that area of the
auditorium incorporating the use of a folding door to
divide the northern and southern ends of the building.
Once completed, the auditorium will give members and their guests a modern facility that can
be enjoyed well into the future.
We hope to have detailed plans of the renovations on display soon.

MY KITCHEN RULES
with Carol-Ann Wellings

Brian Maclean supplied this insightful
poem written by his father Hec.

STAND AND DELIVER

(A lesson on lawn bowls)
The Stance

Easy Pikelets
·
·
·
·
·

2
1
1
1
1

eggs
cup milk
cup SR flour
tsp bicarb soda
tbsp butter

1. Beat eggs
2. Add milk
3. Add SR flour
4. Add bicarb soda
5. Beat well
6: Cook in hot frying pan with butter
till bubbles form.
7: Turn over and cook till light brown
NB: If pan too hot turn down heat.
When cool, add jam and cream.

With feet together on the mat,
You face the green, remember that.
Check the bias and the grip,
Then, leaning forward from the hip,
You flex your knees and concentrate,
On nought but length and line and weight.
Your eye should now be looking for,
The spot on shoulder of the draw.
It's from this stance you play your bowl,
And this is how you let it roll.

The Delivery
First step straight out along the track,
And let your bowling arm swing back.
Then forward through beneath your eyes,
Direction suffers otherwise.
Then as your bowls about to grass,
You bend your knees and drop your rump (got stuck
on a rhyme there).
Then all that's left for you to do,
Is roll your bowl and follow through.
If this is all correctly done,
A perfect bowl should start it's run.
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A trip down memory lane
Bill Pearson reflects on how things used to be when he
first joined the Rockhampton Bowls Club in 1983.

He's always had the style! Bill in his
earlier days on the rink.

When you came to the club you
used to park out the front in
Victoria Parade – there was no
time limit in those days.
At the back of the clubhouse
across the lane there were only
houses which have now been
replaced by shops.
When I first married we lived in a flat in Bolsover
Street behind the clubhouse.
When you came into the clubhouse you went up the
stairs to the office where you paid your green fees
and the selectors then made up the teams.
Then you went back downstairs to the bar where
you were served beer in 5oz or 7oz glasses by a
paid barmaid and she would keep refilling your beer
in that very same glass.
Today, of course, if you require a glass for your beer
you get and icy cold glass every time.
As there was no water fountain back then, you and
your bowling partner would head for the bar every
four ends to have a “pony”.
If you played bowls in the morning you played from
the motel to motel across and in the afternoon you
played from clubhouse to river as we do today.
When I started the bowls were either black or
brown not all the different colours they come in
today.

Continued Page 7

ABOVE: Play on the old grass green in 1986. Note they are playing across the green not from
clubhouse to river end.
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Recognise any faces? Bill (depicted by arrow) with a group of members on the clubhouse
steps circa 1990. At front, centre, is former RBC president Don McNeil.

Bill takes a trip down memory lane
From Page 6

Before the roof was erected we played
Tuesday nights in the summertime and
Tuesday afternoons in the winter.
There were no Thursday bowls back then.
Athelstane used to host bowls on a Thursday
but we took that over when they closed down.
That unfortunately led to the demise of our
Saturday social bowls.
The men's dress code was white or brown
smooth-sole shoes with white socks and white
or cream shirt and trousers. A white coat was
a white cardigan topped off by a white hat.
The ladies had to wear their hats until 5pm
before they were allowed to take them off.
Even if they were finished their game at
4.30pm and sitting in the bar they could not
remover their hats until 5pm.
Before my time, the ladies wore white
stockings which were called white leghorns,
named after a breed of chicken which
originated in Tuscany, Italy.
Smokos were great. When you came to your
table sandwiches and cakes were laid out with
a pot of tea and a jug of milk.

At the end of smoko you had to stand in
reverence for the Queen. The tea lady was
paid from the raffle money.
At the end of the day there were four meat
trays from Collie Gough Butchers in
Cambridge Street for the team with the
biggest margin. If a triples team won, the
leftover tray was raffled.
Roll ups were on Friday afternoons and
Saturday mornings. Coaching was also done
on a Saturday morning for new players.
Our greenkeeper was Col James and, before
him, Pat Banney.
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If you have any special memories you'd
like to share just tap me on the
shoulder at the club (I promise I won't
bite!) or you can contact me via email
at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au. Any
accompanying pictures are always
useful. I will ensure they are looked
after and returned safely.
- Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner

Kennas 1 claim The Capricornian Shield

The Capricornian Shield winners for Jack Attack Season 2 2020, the Kennas 1 team of Jenifer
Watson, Fiona Gorman, Mick Giles, Stacey Giles and Brent Giles were presented their trophies
by The Capricornian Business and Development manager Troy Rowe.

Kennas 1 will have their name inscribed on the perpetual
Capricornian Shield after winning Season 2 2020 of Jack
Attack on Friday night, 9 October.
The season proved a great success with eight teams
totalling 36 players playing a round robin series over eight
weeks culminating in the final between Kennas 1 and
Bowling Stones.
The final points tally was: Bowling Stones 104, Kennas 1
100, Hobos 75, Bowling Blisters 71, BBs 64, Mayhem on
Mary 58, Kennas 256, Joombi Chasers 26.
In the final, played over 5 ends, Kennas 1
got the better of Bowling Stones 10-9.
The club received great feedback from the
participating players and all indicated they
would be back for more next year.
The program introduced several players to
the game for the first time and a number
of players have indicated they are keen to
pursue bowls on a more regular basis,
potentially as members of our club.
I would personally like to thank all the
volunteers who donated their time during
the series. I won't name them all here
(lest I leave out one or two names) but
you know who you are.
In particular, I would like to thank our
chairman Bev Johnston and former JA
coordinator Peter Tyler for their
unwavering support and The Capricornian
for its ongoing sponsorship.
Rod (Kiwi) Gardiner
Jack Attack coordinator
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to cap off successful Jack Attack season

Runners-up were the Bowling Stones team of Terry
Drew, Barry Barnes, Pat Coleman, Geoff Palmer and
Greg Clarkin.

A typical head during the final
indicates the high quality of bowls
on display.

The teams of Bowling Blisters and
Mayhem on Mary provided plenty of
colour during the series.

Chairman Bev Johnston addresses the players on
finals night along with fellow regular volunteers Alan
Riddell and Peter Tyler.
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The Capricornian Business Development Manager Troy Rowe (right) with Mixed Fours winners
Mike Browning, Angela Browning, Jenny Hanson and John Lewis (Yeppoon).

Yeppoon team coasts to victory

The Yeppoon team of Mike Browning, Angela
Browning, Jenny Hanson and John Lewis
won the major spoils at The Capricornian
Mixed Fours played at the Rockhampton
Bowls Club.
They were the only team to win all three of
their matches on the day.
RBC teams filled the placings with runnersup Bev Johnston, Graham Hudson, Rosie
Rumpf and Clem Magee; third Ross Wellings,
Carol Wellings, Harley Wilton and Joy
Runners-up: Bev Johnston, Graham Hudson,
Bourke; fourth Jeff Slater, Jean Graff, Cheryl Rosie Rumpf and Clem Magee (Rockhampton).
Haack and Bill Dobson; fifth Sue Lane, Hazel
Johnson, Andy Johnson and Bob McGowan.
The Sportsman's Prize (lucky losers) went to
Pat McGovern, Marion Dobbs, Errol Gregson
and Ross Sanders.
Prizes were presented by The Capricornian
Business Development Manager Troy Rowe.

Third place: Ross Wellings, Carol Wellings,
Harley Wilton and Joy Bourke (Rockhampton).

Fourth place: Jeff Slater, Jean Graff, Cheryl
Haack and Bill Dobson (Rockhampton).
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Fifth place: Sue Lane, Hazel Johnson, Andy
Johnson and Bob McGowan (Rockhampton).
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The Capricornian Customer Services Manager Lauren Robinson (left) with Ladies Invitation
Fours winners A. Vaughan, P. Ward, J. Markey, D. Vaughan (CQDLBA).

CQDLBA team wins
Invitation Fours

Runners-up: A. Browning, M. Wilson, D.
Corbet, K. Buntain (Yeppoon).

Third place: K. Borg, H. Everett, J. Burke, B.
Johnston (RBC).

Fourth place: L. Tompkins, A. Thomas, J.
Lawrence, S. Lane (RBC).

Sportsmen's prize: K. McCrohon, J. Godsmary,
Y. Ruthford, G. Hagen (Diggers).
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By Bernie Gottke

Juniors program is a
steep learning curve

One of the long-term aims of
the RBC is to have a Juniors
section of the club.
However, in Central
Queensland we have always
missed out on having our own local Development Officer. All codes of sport which have
Development Officers have successfully recruited children to their code of sport.
Many years ago the Bundaberg bowling fraternity took the initiative to build a bowls trailer,
fully equipped to go to the schools to recruit children into bowls. I have been in contact with
Des Kemp about how they built this trailer.
In the past 15 years, RBC has exposed lawn bowls to thousands of school students during
semester periods. However, generally there is no follow-up activity to recruit some of these
students.
While competing in the Queensland All Schools Challenge Cup, two of our students came
second in the State finals, one of whom stills play bowls when he can.
As a club we must do a lot better.
At the moment Centenary Heights College is bringing around 20 students once a week to learn
the art of bowling. I had a talk with one of the teachers from the college in an endeavour to
start a program of bowling for some of their semesters.
This will be followed up to see if it can be achieved in 2021. In addition, we hope to start a
bowls academy for students outside school hours.
It is very pleasing to see many club volunteers helping the students which indicates that many
members would support this direction.
Junior Bowls coordinator Moyna Richardson is very passionate about juniors and takes the
leading role with information about our club, instructions on how to bowl and the protocol of
bowling.
* All the relevant guidelines for schools wishing to make bookings with the club are
available on our website at https://rockhamptonbowls.com.au/bowls/junior-bowls/

Junior Bowls coordinator Moyna Richardson has an attentive audience of Centenary Heights
students as she explains the basics of lawn bowls and the protocols of the game.
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Pauline and Merv Martin Day winners Bill Pearson, Val King and Bob McGowan with sponsor
Zelma Mace.

Good roll-up for Pauline and Merv Martin Day
Fourteen teams (42 players)
contested the Pauline and Merv
Martin Day (mixed triples) on 25
October.
Successful on the day, with the
highest winning margin over 18
ends, were Bill Pearson, Val King
and Bob McGowan.
Seventy-six raffle prizes were
handed out with the vast majority
overflowing on Ross Wellings'
table!
EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to operator
error, the picture of fourth
placegetters Joy Liddell, Pat
McGovern and Clyde Jackson
Runners-up: Moyna Richardson, Bill Richardson and Zelma
Mace.
remains somewhere in the ether.

Third place: Ross Wellings, Ken Mathieson and
Joyce McGowan.

Sportsman's Prize: Michael Hagan, Colleen
Diehm and Bruce Ballentine with Zelma Mace.
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You may not be over the hill yet but you have a great view!
NOVEMBER
Ann-Louise Tyler 7th; Peter Yorke 8th; Ursula Harrison
8th; Maureen Diplock 8th; Joan Wilson 10th; Ray Shun
12th; Pat Irvine 12th; Elsie Cartwright 13th; Jennifer
Acton 14th; Pat Wiemers 16th; Beverley Armitage 17th;
Jack Robinson 20th; Mark Whittaker 29th; Ken Bussey
30th.
November birthdays are associated with two
gems, citrine and topaz.
The warm colour of citrine is said to be a gift from
the sun and it is believed to be a healing
gemstone.
Topaz is most desired in its rich orange imperial
topaz colour but it is found in a variety of rich
colours like blue, pink and yellow.
November's birth flower is the bright and cheery
chrysanthemum.
Often simply referred to as mums, you can find
this bloom in a wide range of sizes and colours,
including the most common pink, white, yellow
and red varieties.
Chrysanthemums most commonly symbolise
loyalty and honesty, though meanings can vary
depending on the flower's colour.
The zodiac signs for the month of November are
Scorpio (until November 21) and Saggitarius
(November 22 onwards).

Citrine

Topaz

Chrysanthemum

Scorpio

Saggitarius

Looking for a place for a work or social club function, birthday
party, anniversary, wedding, seminar or any other celebration?
Look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls Club. Fully airconditioned and in the CBD area on the riverbank.
We specialise in fun – including Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack
and BBQs.
We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere at an
affordable price.
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Nature has a way of nurturing the soul
'Looking at beauty in the world is the first step of purifying the mind'

PET OF THE MONTH
There was a farmer who had a dog,
And Bingo was his name-o.
B-I-N-G-O, B-I-N-G-O, B-I-N-G-O
And Bingo was his name-o.
That's how the nursery rhyme goes but in
this case it's the name of Jim Hanley's
beloved Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
whose favourite hobby is stick collecting.

If you would like your beloved moggie or pooch (or pets of any persuasion) to
feature in upcoming newsletters as Pet of the Month just email me a photo with
additional details (name, breed, age etc) at kiwi.gardiner@live.com.au

CLUB TRIVIA
Which country has the
most castles?
October trivia: Who was the
first of the three US
presidents to be impeached?
Answer: Andrew Johnson in
1868. The others are Bill
Clinton (1998) and Donald
Trump (2019).
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Funds flow for CQ roads
The Australian and Queensland Governments have unlocked joint
funding of $16 million for upgrades to the Rockhampton Yeppoon
Road, May Downs Road and Clermont-Alpha Road.
Unlocking this funding means we can get these projects underway,
providing a much-needed boost to local jobs and the economy at a
time when it couldn’t be needed more.
I am pleased to see Rockhampton Yeppoon Road, May Downs Road
and Clermont-Alpha Road in Capricornia will receive $16 million in joint
funding to undertake progressive sealing and pavement strengthen and
resilience works.
This will support around 39 jobs over the course of the works. Every
single local job we support in Capricornia by investing in infrastructure
projects means one less worry for another Australian and their family,
reliable work on the books for local construction companies and more
cash flowing through local businesses and communities doing it tough.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and
Regional Development Michael McCormack said the Australian
Government has unlocked more than $97 million in federal funding
under the Regional Economic Enabling Fund to get 23 critical projects
across the state underway as soon as possible.
“Our record $110 billion infrastructure pipeline is
continuing to drive our economic recovery while
improving our road networks, getting Australians home
sooner and safer.”

Michelle
LANDRY MP

Federal Member for Capricornia
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