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Established in 1912         Formed in 1932 

 

 

 

 

                             

                             

Looking for a place for a Work or Social Club Function, Birthday Party, Anniversary, 
Wedding, Seminar, or any other celebration, look no further than the Rockhampton Bowls 
Club. Fully air conditioned & in the CBD area on the Riverbank.           

We specialize in Barefoot Bowls, Jack Attack, BBQ, Conferencing  

We are noted for great service in a friendly atmosphere. 
Check out our Web Site for booking information                                     
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Email bowls@rockhamptonbowls.com.au       

 RBC Facebook 

 

http://www.rockhamptonbowls.com.au/
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Building Committee Report 
 
The Roller Shutter for the Upstairs Kitchen has been ordered with Advantage Screens and Blinds, and it is 
anticipated it will be installed in around a month. 
 
The repairs to the top step leading to upstairs is complete. 
 
Bruce presented the bill for repairs to the members bar cold-room to the building firm in charge of the 
Mercure renovations and he was advised that this would be accepted and paid. 
 
We have had one company inspect where fire alarms should be installed, they will include checking exit 
lights and adding those lights where necessary.  We are still waiting on two more companies to quote. 
 
Thanks to those who pitched in and helped remove rubbish and unwanted items from upstairs late 
December and early January. 
 
Still in the process of trying to contact Bare Boards for a quote on polishing the floor upstairs, they may 
have been on holidays during January 

Bob                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

For your blocked drains call 0408 433922 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Check out the Bowls Australia 
web site for the new Australia 
National Players Rankings 
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I do hope all our Members, supporters and sponsors had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break.  Some of our 
Members participated in a working bee over the break and did some much needed tidying up at the Club, while I 
relaxed.   Thank you all. 
 
CHANGING ROLES & VOLUNTEERING 
Unfortunately, Bernie Gottke, who has generously given his time in various roles at Rockhampton Bowls Club, 
has decided he will not continue preparing the Newsletter or updating our on-line presence.  Bernie will now have 
more time to enjoy his bowls, spend time in his garden and I hear, renovating his kitchen.  Any pre-conceived 
notions about what Seniors can do, do not apply to Bernie.  I would like to take this opportunity to express 
appreciation to Bernie for his efforts and for his work in support of the Club.  Thank you, Bernie. 
Desieree Hindmarsh has stepped up and is learning the procedures required to update our on-line sites and 
produce our Newsletter.  If you have any news about the Club or bowling, please let Desieree know.  Anyone 
who does not know Desieree will find Committee Members can pass information on.  Thank you, Desieree for 
putting up your hand and volunteering. 
 
NEW COMMITTEE & LOOKING FORWARD 
On Sunday, 12 December, 2021 Rockhampton Bowls Club’s one hundred & tenth Annual General Meeting was 
held at the Club.  A good attendance of interested Members attended and business proceeded to electing a new 
Management Committee to oversee the business of the Club for the 2022 year.  The new committee is as 
follows- 
Chairman   -  Bev Johnston 
Secretary.  -  Phil Robinson 
Treasurer   -  Lyn Houlihan 
Asst. Treasurer  -  Syd O’Sing 
Men’s Bowls President. -  Bill Richardson 
Ladies Bowls President  -  Joan Wilson 
Committee. -  Bob McGowan, Jeff Slater, Desieree Hindmarsh, Clyde Jackson 
 
Additional essential positions were filled as follows - Providore - Jim Norris, Bar Manager  -  Geoff Cranston, 
Green Director - Michael Hagen, Junior Bowls Co-ordinator -  Moyna Richardson, Cleaner/Catering 
Manager  -   Debbie Simpson, Editor Newsletter - Bernie Gottke 
While the following voluntary positions were not filled at the AGM, the incumbent’s agreed to continue in 2022. 
Function Manager - Marion Dobbs 
Function Volunteer Manager - Bev Johnston 
I would like to thank those Members who filled Committee positions in 2021 and those who have agreed to serve 
the Club in 2022.  No community Club functions successfully without willing Committee members. 
It is evident that a Club like our’s requires many willing volunteers prepared to do many tasks.  Thank you to all 
Members who have put their hands up in 2022, the Club’s, one hundred and eleventh year. 
 
THIRD YEAR OF COVID 
Before beginning this January/February 2022 Chairman’s Report, I looked back over the previous year’s January, 
2021 report and it is remarkable how my feelings are so similar at the start of each of the years.  The 2020 year 
was such a disrupted year and we did not know exactly what the year would bring.  With new vaccines on the 
horizon, there was a positive feeling that we would emerge triumphant over this virus, but as is the way of such 
matters, we are facing a new strain of COVID, while making a determined effort to open our borders and allow 
freedom of movement for our people.  Now of course we have the dilemma of having to restrict access to our 
Club to those who are fully vaccinated against the COVID 19 Virus. 
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The health of each and every Member of the Club together with visitors to the Club is most important and so we 
have to enforce the vaccination status of everyone entering the Club.  A recent matter raised by Moyna, is the 
school students who are booked in February for Physical Education bowling lessons. We are currently 
considering the Club’s position with this cohort.    
 
RENOVATIONS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
All in all, the 2021 year was fairly productive with the completion of much of the renovations and refurbishments 
of the first floor.  New fire alarms are to be installed per safety requirements and a roller shutter will also be fitted 
on the kitchen service hutch. 
The operable door has been ordered and Best Doors have advised it should be installed by mid- February. This 
is a longer time frame than first thought but building supplies have had extended delivery times during the 
pandemic.  We are considering floor treatments in the southern end of upstairs as well as the hallways. 
Unfortunately, our neighbour, Mercure has had even more difficulties with building issues and supplier 
delays.  This has meant we have not had full use of all of our parking lot for some time. 
 
INSURANCE AND ROOF REPAIRS 
We have not yet heard when the insurance claim, roof replacements will commence.  This is a huge undertaking 
which was not anticipated until it was discovered that a skylight had shattered, and a closer Inspection revealed 
hail damage from a storm in April 2020 was more widespread than first thought.  We have sought assurances 
that work will be staged to cause the least interruption as possible, to bowling.  During 2021 our Bowls Sub-
Committees’ worked well with Members to complete the entire bowls programme and we plan to do so again in 
2022.  
 
CELEBRATIONS AND TROPHIES 
The Neil Barry Trophy was held early December 2021.  This is a celebration of a past Club stalwart and Members 
supported the afternoon enthusiastically.   
In December 2021, we held a successful Christmas Party and Trophy Presentation night with Sponsors in 
attendance.  As bowling wound down for the year, the Club managed to hold the Warwick-Day Trophy on 19 
December, 2021 supported by Member Peter Lawton.  Winners were Jeff Slater, Hazel Johnson and John Moran 
with Kay Borg, Heather Everitt and Ken Bussey taking second place. On 16 January, 2022, the Northside vs 
Southside annual trophy was held and Southside was successful.  Bill Richardson accepted the Trophy from 
Tony Zonca.  
 
2022 AND BEYOND 
As we try to establish some normality and provide a safe and relaxing pastime and social engagement for our 
members, it is likely there will be a few set-backs and some celebrations throughout 2022.  Nevertheless, it is up 
to us all to do what we individually can to keep ourselves and others safe and healthy, follow medical advice and 
live as normally as we possibly can 
It is so good to see a full green with players enjoying themselves.  If you are finding a full game of social bowls 
too taxing, talk to the co-ordinator of the day.  Many times some adjustments can be made to allow players at 
least half a game. 
Recently the Club received notice from the Gladstone Port Authority that a Grant Application lodged by Bernie 
has been successful to allow purchase of some Bowling Arms.  This acquisition will allow Members to trial the 
use of these tools to help keep bowlers, bowling. 
Wishing all Members every success in improving your game and enjoying the company of like minded 
Members.  Drop in for a cuppa and conversation, even if you’re are not playing. 
 
 
 
Bev Johnston, 
Chairman. 
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A Word from your Men’s Club President. 
 
The Men’s Competition has already started from early February with an excellent number 
of Nominations for the year.  
The Tuesday and Thursday events are well received with bowlers filling the green on both 
days. 
The club is still in negotiations with the schools for this year sports period playing bowls 
afternoon. 
As we are still fighting with this new Covid outbreak, the club is still under Qld Government 
Covid Health restrictions, being double vax, mask wearing indoors and where social 
distancing cannot be controlled. 
If you have not registered your Covid Certificate at the club, please do so and just 
remember we still need to sign in with the Qld App when entering the club. 

 Our Afternoon teas are required to be arranged with the distancing rules applying.  
Nearly all our members are now double vac with the majority having the booster.  
 
Bill Richardson 
 
From our Ladies Club President 

 
Good day to everybody at the Rocky Bowls Club. 
We are just back into playing bowls and hope all our members are looking forward to a 
bigger and brighter 2022. The weather has not been kind to us, resulting in it being to hot 
for some of our players.  
Our ladies’ section will be a little smaller this year compared to 2021, but we hope to have 
smiles and laughter on our green, with some sore spots after the days play. 
Put on your thinking cap, you may have a new idea about a different format of bowls we 
could introduce into our Wednesday afternoon to try and attract more players on the 
green. 
Wherever there is light, There is shadow, Wherever there is length, There is shortness, 
Wherever there is white, There is black, Just like these, Nothing can exist alone. 
 

Joan Wilson      
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Entry is Open for all players wishing to play in this year 2022 Australian Open please visit 
the Bowls Australia web site for Online entry forms, all the info you will need. This is a great 
event for all bowler experienced or not and a way to improve your skills. 

 

 
A bowlers arm is designed to assist a bowler who cannot continue to bowl without the aid 
of the artificial device and can be used in any competition within Australia. 

Typically they are used where a person has hip/knee complaints which restrict their ability 
to bend down to deliver the bowl correctly. 

There are currently three types of bowlers arms approved for use in Australia.  They are 
known as ‘The Bowling Arm’, the ‘Bionic Bowler Arm’ and the ‘DHB arm’.  Each device is 
manufactured in several lengths and some include varying release mechanisms. 

The bowling arm category is part of the NMP and only Bowls Australia (BA) licensed 
manufacturers are able to produce bowling arms for use in pennant and above competition. 

The Club has been successful in receiving a grant from the Gladstone Ports Authority for 
Bowler Arms. 

 
   

Web sites, Face Book, or advertising contact Noel or Tracey on 
0749214200/0403332297. Admin@adzpower.com.au 
 

mailto:Admin@adzpower.com.au
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Monday       Roll up after 9am 
Tuesday       Mixed triples starting 1pm 

Wednesday Ladies starting 12.30pm 
Thursday     Men’s starting 1pm 
Friday           Roll up after 2.30pm 
Saturday      Social starting 1pm 

Sunday         Social starting 1pm 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
manager@mercurerockhampton.com.au   
074994500 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Restrictions still apply with our Club, 2 x Vac, masks to be 
worn inside the club, or where you are not able to social 
distance, certificate to be viewed on entry and still check in 
with the Qld Health App.  

 

UP AND COMING EVENTS: 

LIVE LIFE SHIELD V GRACEMERE AT 
ROCKHAMPTON BOWLS CLUB ON THE 20TH FEB 
COMMENCING AT 1.00PM. 

RLBC LADIES’ PRESIDENTS DAY – 6TH APRIL 

 

mailto:manager@mercurerockhampton.com.au
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Some Pics of the Neil Barry Afternoon 
played on 5th Dec 2021 

Was a great afternoon of bowling with the 
green full of players.  
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Game Etiquette 

Club coaches should act as mentors in game etiquette for new members. 
Bowlers should give their support to teams representing their club by attending inter-
club events. Cohesive teams are often successful teams. 
Bowlers should address one another by their given names during the course of a 
game. Bowlers should fairly share the task of kicking bowls after completion of an 
end. Bowlers should give the skip their loyal support and comply with directions. 
In changing ends, players should avoid straying on to neighbouring rinks. 
Opposing leads should facilitate play by courteously handing the mat and jack to 
each other, as convenient. 
It is good sportsmanship to acknowledge displays of exceptional skill. 
Inconsiderate distractions, such as loud noises or conversation, visible movement of 
players, objects or shadows, impact of kicked bowls, etc, should be avoided while a 
bowler is on the mat preparing for delivery. 
Bowlers should not interfere with the head until the result of the end had been 
agreed. 
Bowlers should shake hands at the end of a game. 
Borrowed personal items, such as tape measures should be returned to their owners 
with thanks. 
Mats and jacks should be collected and returned to the usual distribution point. 
After domestic games, winners are normally the first to offer a refreshment. 
Players in single matches should include markers in the invitation for refreshment. 
Players should avoid making excuses for their lack of success on the day as a topic 
of conversation. 

Above are just a few basic pointers in bowling etiquette. 

 

 

 

Bowls Qld  
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Our Club is always seeking volunteer Helpers to run our Function Nights, Jack Attack and Club events 
throughout the year, Our Club Functions Volunteer Manager Bev Johnson is always on the lookout 
for new and old members to Help with Cooking - Bar- Serving and on Green Assistance, please 
consider if you have a little time to spare and can help in any small way please contact Bev. 

The Function Board is situated at the bottom of the steps, it will give you information on up-and-
coming Functions 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 
  
 
For Real Estate 0749222122                                                                   

North Versus South Side 

Our Club President Bill Richardson 
proudly excepted the Winner’s Trophy 
from Tony Zonca on Behalf of South Side 
coming out winners for 2021. 

The score for the day was 115 to 79, 
with 36 players attending. 
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Thommo’s Betta home living. Phone 0749263199 - Shop 7, 415 Yaamba Road, Park Avenue, Qld 4701 
 
 

  
 

In 1858, the town of Rockhampton was officially proclaimed. The town was surveyed at this 
time and the first sales of building allotments were held that year. In 1859, gold was discovered 
at Canoona. Miners rushed to the new field, using the site of Rockhampton on the Fitzroy River 
as the nearest navigable port. 
 

 

 

 

 

                                          

Warwick Day Trophy 

The Club would like to thank Peter Lawton 
for sponsoring The Warwick Day Afternoon, 

Pictured with the Winning Team 

Sponsoring the Rockhampton Bowls Club for 38 years 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Rockhampton Bowls Club Inc. Newsletter. Page 14 

 
 
Members of the 2021 Runner up District Men’s Fours Team 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out our Facebook page for all Club information - Club Events, Club Photo’s, Links to Bowls live 
streaming, Draw info and results. 

To receive our posts into you feed automatically please go onto the club page and hit LIKE this will 
help you keep connected to your club. 
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There are over 2,000 clubs and 240,000 registered participants affiliated with 
member states and territories. In addition, there are many social bowlers 
participating in competitions across Australia. 

 

 

Bowls originated in ancient Egypt and has been played in England since the 13th 
century. It waxed and waned in popularity until the mid-19th century, when it 
experienced a revival, especially in Scotland. The Scots developed flat greens and 
drew up rules that remain largely unchanged 
 
 
 
A bowls green, which is 37 to 40 meters, square, and perfectly flat. The green is 
divided into rinks, which are not less than 5.5 meters or more than 5.8 meters wide, 
so several games can be played at the same time. 
 
 
A mat, which is 600 mm long and 360 mm wide. One foot must be on the mat when 
a player delivers the bowl. 
 
 
 

 

 



Authorised and printed by Michelle Landry MP, Liberal National Party of Queensland, 71-73 Denham Street, Rockhampton QLD 4700

Michelle 
LANDRY MP
Federal Member for Capricornia

The Australian Government has provided funding to local 
community projects across Capricornia under the Black Summer 
Bushfire Recovery Grants program, with projects in Livingstone, 
Rockhampton and Whitsunday local government areas receiving 
a total of over $9 million in support.

New emergency services facilities and upgraded community amenities are among the 
524 projects funded under the program.

The overall program funding was boosted by $110 million to $390 million to further 
support communities around Australia to recover from the 2019-20 bushfires. 

As part of the now $2.2 billion National Bushfire Recovery Fund, the Black Summer 
Bushfire Recovery Grants program is backing projects which the affected communities 
have said will best support their ongoing recovery.

The grants will fund a broad range of recovery and resilience projects, from social and 
community wellbeing right through to projects that support local jobs, 

small businesses and infrastructure.

It was important that we funded projects based on need and merit 
and which offered a lasting and tangible impact, tailored to local 
needs and conditions. The quality of the projects funded shows 
that our ‘locally led’ approach works.

Over $9 Million for Black 
Summer Bushfire Recovery




